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ocg-The present sheet contains, in addition to the 
ysual proportion of miscellaneous articles, copious 
extracts from the jatest European dates, received 
at New York, and a ; 

[. Proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of Phi- 
jadelphia in relation to the ship Pennsylvania. 

Il. Decree of the Mexican governinent respecting 
the claims office United States upon it, &c. 

If. Letters from, the president of the United States, 
the secretary of the treasury and the postmaster 
ceneral in reply to invitations fromm a commit- 
fae of the democrats of the Ist and 2d congres- 
sional districts of Penuasylyania, &c. a 

{V. Report of the board of visiters to the Military 
Acadeiny at West Point. 

V. Letter from the honorable Henry A. Wise to 
judge B. Llopper in reply to an invitation tu at- 
tend the convention of the Maryiand State Tem- 
nerance socicty, ; 

VI. Mr. Webster’s speech at St. Lonis, Missouri. 

VI. Gen. Hamilton’s letter to Mr. Biddle presi- 
dent of the bank of the United States. 

VILL. Gen. D. L. Clinch’s reply to the hon. Lewis 
Cass’ defence against certain imputafions in re- 
card to the operations in Florida, whilst he was 
secretary of war. 

IX. Reply of the postmaster general to the expo- 
sition of the late solicitor of the treasury, and the 
rejoinder of the latter. 





fg-The advices from England will be read with 
interest. The course of the Bank of England to- 
wards the American houses, after its recent ef- 
forts to sustain them, has caused some surprise and 
alarm, and will no doubt paralyze the efforts on this 
side of the water to uphold theanm—for it would be 
labor in vain to attempt it unless a corresponding 
disposition exists on the part of the governors of the 
bank. The consequence of this determination of 
the bank must be a general failure of the American 
houses, and then will follow a state of things which 
will seriously embarrass the bank, and create a pa- 
nic which must still more seriously ‘affect the com- 
mercial relations of the two countries. The New 
York Courier, which received private letters by the 
Oxford, says—“It was not known at the very latest 
dates from London whether the government had 
positively refused to interfere, nor had at that time 
any of the American London houses actually sus- 
pended their payments. All their engagements on 
the evening of the Ist June had been met, the oc- 
currenees of the 2d cannot be known here, nor 
were they known in Liverpool ou the morning of 
the 3d, as we have seen a letter written at that 
tine, not by a mere observer, but by one deeply 
interested, which says that then no information of 
the stoppage of any of the London houses had reach- 
ed that place. It is very probable, we think, that 
some of them will eventually fail, but at any rate, 
they had not failed when the latest accounts came 
away.” 





Cur MANDAMUS CASE. rom the Intelligencer of | 


court of the District of Columbia was yesterday de- 





livered by chief justice Cranch, on ihe motion of | 
Mr. Core to quash the return made by the postmas- | 

i o ; 
ter general to the mandamus nisi, heretofore issued | 
avainst him at the relation of Stockton, Stokes and | 
‘loore. The opinion, which was charaéterized by | 
preat ability and research, and occunied two hours | 
aadahalfin the delivery, went into a minute exa- | 
mination of the various points made in the return | 
anlinarguiment. The court adhered to their opi- | 
mon given on the retnen to the rule to show cause, | 
Sustained their jurisdiction, and quashed the return, | 
as being insufficiount. | 
§ : rs court then, on motion of Mr. Core, coun- 
hae | ( 


8, rolurnable on the fourteenth of August 


hext, 
, [The reason for the distant day set dotyn for fur- 
me ' proceedines was the understanding that the 
Orr tyr . . - . . 

t would not be again insession until that time]. | 





rm. " “a ¥ 

Lire PENNSYLVA 
Yesterday P 
f May to meet 
hext, 
Of the 


Bi: 


NTA» CONVENTION adjourned 
. azain on the 1Cth of October | 
rhe armendmants arreed upon thus far, are | 
inost trivial character, and it is believed that | 
Scrutiny will oaly contirm the wisdom and | 


Vou. LI~Sia. 20, 


What a commentary upon the clamor which was 
raised upon the necessity of a reform in that instru- 
nent, and how fortunate that the members of the 
convention were so divided as to prevent its per- 
version for the parposes of party! ‘Let well enough 
alone”’ is an injunction as useful to states as to indi- 
viduals, and Pennsylvania, with her proverbial 
steadiness, seems resolved to profit by it. 





Irom Frorrpa. By a late arrival at Charles- 
tom froin Black Creek, the editor of the “Savannah 
Republican has received intelligence that the con- 
dition of things was nearly the same as at our last, 
accounts. General Jesup had arrived at Black 
Creek on a tour of inspection, and would proceed 
as far as St. Augustine and return to Tampa Bay. 

A. post was to be established at Silver Springs, 
‘above Lake George, and two on the Suwannee.— 
The different posts that had not been abandoned 
were said to be healthy, and the country gencraliy, 
was much more heaithy this year than last. 

Low Legs, one of the chiefs, was captured at Fort 
Foster, by a detachment under command of captain 
Alten, aud three Indians were also captured at Pi- 
latka, by captain Hanson’s company and a detach- 
ment of dragoons, under the command of lieutenant 
May. : 

The report of the death of Micanopy is unfound- 
ed. He Js said to be still friendly, as also Jumper 
and Cloud. 

On Monday morning, June 26, capt. John Wal- 
ton, of the United States light ship Florida, station- 
ed on Carysford Reef, went in his boat with four 
men on Key Largo for the purpose of procuring 
fuel. Whilst ashore they were all fired at by a bo- 
dy of Indians in ambush and we are sorry to relate 
that capt. Walton was shot dead on the spot, having 
received from three to five bullets in his face and 








duct the regular business of mechanics, is almost 
without the reacn of obtaining. A collector of this 
city, with a thousand dollars of bills, went to Louis- 
ville, and succeeded in getting two dollars and fifty 
cents only, and that was from a person who had 
owed it tor newspaper patronage, previous to leav- 
ing Cincinnati. { Cincinnati Whig. 


The following is a specimen of the “currency” 
issued by the Commercial Bank of Pennsylvania. 
“The Commercial bank of Pennsylvania will re- 
ceive this certificate as five dollars, either on depo- 
site or in payment of debts due to the institution. 
“Philadelphia, July 4, 1837. 
“J. DunpDAs, pres’t. 


v~ 


°B. P; Smiih, 


~ The New Orleans papers of the Ist instant quote 
United States bank notes at 12 per cent. premium, 
and the notes of the banks of Mississippi (including 
the deposite banks) at 22 per cent. discount—a dif- 
ference of 34 per cent. in favor of the notes of what 
the governinent paper in Washington calls an insol- 
vent institution, over the notes of treasury banks. 


The New York Herald of the 10th inst. says—To 
show the irregular state of our exchanges, we ma 
mention the sale of bank checks for $5,000 on Phi- 


ladelphia, at 3 per cent. discount. 


A government draft,-(says the Free Trader of 
Natchez, dated the 22d), was yesterday presented 
for payment at the Planters’ bank in this city— 
amount two thousand dollars. Specie was refused. 


Bank facilities. Under this head, the Cincinnati 
Gazette of Monday states, that the banks of that 
city have come tothe determination of receiving the 
notes genevally of all the banks of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Kentucky, at par, of the denomiation of $5 and 
upwards. 


cushiey.”? 





body, likewise one of his men. The other three 
had but bare time to run to their boat; they all, save 
one, received some flesh wounds, but fortunately 
escaped. 

Pensacola, July 1. The steamboat Marion arriv- 
ed here on Thursday evening last from St. Joseph 
and Appalachicola, with the force on board raised 
at those places, to assist in dislodging the fugitive 
Creeks from Walton county. They proceed with- 
out delay to Black Water, where they are to debark 
and forin a junction with the force under colonel 
Brown. ‘The troops on board the Marion are com- 
manded by colonel Wood, of St. Joseph. Tie 
promptness and alacrity with which they have obey- 
ed the call of the executive entitle them to great 
credit. 

There is not an editor in the country who has 
watched the progress of the war in Florida, who 
will not heartily subscribe to the following from the 
Savannah Georgian—Not the least provoking fea- 
ture of this Florida war to an editor is, that he is 
cowpelled, in the exercse of his vocation, to give 
currency to every rumor that reaches the public 
ear, or be charged with withholding the latest in- 
telligence from his readers.” 





Mr. PoiNseTT, SECRETARY OF WAR, attended | 
the celebration of the 4th by the Washington socie- | 
ty in Charleston, 8. C. In reply to a complimen- | 


tary toast, he made a speech of thanks to the com- 
he is a membs. 

ile said that “the. feelings of the goveriiment| 
(the administration?) had been misunderstood”? in | 
reference to the distress which has failen on the} 
country. “The government regarded, with the | 
greatest concern, the blig 


‘the most earnest sclicitude, to devise the means of 
” the relators, granted a writ of perempiory | restoring the credit and prosperity of the country. | 
t' fhe result of their anxious deliberations will be) 
' submitted to congress in the fullest reliance on the nal) a specimen of their currency. 
' wisdom, patriotisin, and co-operation of that branch | 
‘of the government; and in the fullest assurance | 


that, laying aside all party views, they will apply 


‘themselves zealously to relieve the country from | 
ithe evils which now afflict it in common with the | 


whole commercial world.”’ 





IremMs ABOUT THE TIMES 4 
Such is the difficuliy of collecting small debts, at 


| 

. . . . . . } 

pany, and of praise to the administration of which | 
f | 

ht whieh has fallen upoa | 


| the prosperity of the country and are seekinz, with | 


THE BANKS. 
AND CURRENCY. | 


Speculttion. The Portland Argus tells a good 
story to illustrate the shaving operations performed 
down east. We somewhat doubt the truth of the 
story, but give it as we find it. During the land 
fever a few years since, a noted speculator from 
Bangor, was in the counting room of one of our 
money lenders—the conversation turned on the 
amount of discounts which had been made on land 
notes for cash, and the speculator said he had cer- 
tain notes which he would sell for 3 per cent. a 
month discount. At request of the money lender 
several notes were produced, which were offered at 
that discount—one of them had a long time to run, 
and the discount at 3 per cent. a month amounted 
to more than the face of the note—the money len- 
der said he would take that; and the speculater 
might give him his note for the baiance. 


The New York Journal of Commerce says that 
Messrs. Tappan & Co. have deemed it necessary, 
for the correction of erreneous reporis, to publish 
the names of the two or three persons who have 
thought fit to commence suits against them. We 
wish some circumstance would make it necessary 
for every one of the honorable and high minded 
houses who have been crushed undsr the unexam- 
pled embarrassments of the past months, to publish 
a similar statement. 





Scarcity of travellers, A remarkable ilustration 
of the paucity of travellers the present summer, oc- 
curred yesterday at. one of our principal hotels. 
Only eight persons sat down to dinner, at a table 
which ordinarily entertains two hundred at this 
szason of the year. [Philadelphia Herald, 

The Cincinnati Whig says—There are now at 
least 200 pilots, and as many engineers, thrawn cut 
of employ by the falling off of business upon the 

wesiern yaters, and twelve or fifteen hundred 
| hands. 
| The currency. Things are looking up in Bangor. 
We were shown this morning (says the Boston Jonr- 
It was a bit of 
coarse paper 1 1-2 Dy 3 inches in size on which 
was, in wretched printing, a cut of a razor and the 


following, 
“GOOD FOR A SHAVE. 
“J. E. Capmvus, agent,” 





In Charleston on the 8th instant, 
an attempt was made to get up an excitement 
against the banks, which was signally rebuked by 


city ef those who formed the constitution!—! this time, that even the amount necessary to con-| the citizens. Particulars in our next. 
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AMERICAN INDEMNITY. yy the last arrival at 
New York from France, the following item is re- 
ceived. The commissioners treated by the ordon- 
nance of the 2ist of May, 1836, for the liquida- 
tion of the claims of the American creditors, in 
parenanee of article 3 of the convention of the 4th 

uly, 1831, between France and the United States, 
has come to a settlement of all the demands which 
will be communicated to the interested without 
delay. 

NorTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. The following 
paragraph from the St. John’s Chronicle of a late 
date, shows a disposition on the part of the British 
press to justify, instead of condemn, the late out- 
rage upon an American citizen. The people of 
Maine are much excited upon the subject, and with 
such feelings as this paragraph indicates on the part 
of the subjects of Great Britain, we would not be 
surprised if the parties speedily came into. collision. 
But we hopethe authorities of Maine will observe 
that moderation which is dictated by a sense of the 
justice of their cause, and leave the arbitrament to 
their own government. Relief may come slowly, 
but it will come surely, and the vexed question be 
settled forever. 


“A report has reached us that, the state of Maine 


is again interfering with the jurisdiction of this pro-: 


vince on. the north eastern boundary line. An 
American who declares himself to be an accredited 
agent of that state, has been for some time actively 
employed in distributing money among the inhabi- 
tants of that quarter, for the purpose of inducing 
them to acknowledge allegiance to the government 
of the United States, and disavowing the authority 
of his majesty’s government: Steps were taken to 
have him arrested, but the sheriff refusing to take 
him, representation was made to sir John Harvey, 
who immediately consulted the crown. officers on 
the subject, and measures were forthwith adopted 
to have him arrested, and the sheriff’s officers are 
how in pursuit. We trust this promptness and de- 
cision will at once check so gross and palpable ag- 
gression of our American neighbors.” 





Micuican. The legislature of this state ad- 
journed on the 22d ult. after a session of ten days. 
They have passed a law allowing all the banks in 
the'state to suspend specie payments for one year 
from the fifteenth of May last. An act has also 
been passed providing that, in cases of lands to be 
sold on mortgages heretofore given for the payment 
of the purchase money, the mortgager, &c, may 
have the right of redemption within one year from 
the time of sale, upon paying to the purchaser the 
sum bid, and ten per ceut. interest thereon. An 
act providing for an election of a member of con- 
ress for this state, to be held on the 21st and 22d 

ays of August next, has also been passed. 

University and school lands. An act also passed, 
reducing the price to be paid down for those lands 
from one-fourth to one-lenth part of the purchase 
money, and one-tenth part to be paid annually, with 
interest, until the debt is discharged. The price 
at which the university lands will be put up will 
be $20 per acre, and school sections at $8 per 
acre. 





AtaBAMA. The legislature of this state has ad- 
journed after a session of three weeks. The pe- 
nalties incurred by the banks on suspending specie 
eat ce have been remitted, and ample time al- 
owed all debtors to meet their obligations. The 


bill passed for the reliet of the banks provides for 


an extension of one, two and three years for the 
payment of their. ts, and authorises a loan of five 


millions of dollars for the same time, for the relief 


of individual debtors. 





CONVENTION OF BUSINESS MEN. A mecting 
from various trades and occupations in New York, 
was held at the Pacific hotel, (col. Jesup’s), in that 
city on Monday evening last, agreeably to public 
notice, and twenty delegates were elected to meet 
in the national convention of business men, to be 
held in Philadelphia on the first day of August 
next. 





Post oFFICES, CHANGES, &c. From the post 
office department we learn that the post offices 


established during the year ending June 30th 1836, 


were 666, discontinuances $45, making a net in- 
crease of 321. 

Juring the year ending June 30th, 1837, the 
offices established were 956, the discontinuances 
280, making a net increase of 676, 

The whole number of post offices in the United 
States on the Ist inst. was 11,767, 

The changes of postmasters in the former year 
were 1,844, and in the latter 2,235. 


The appointments of postmaster in the former 
including new offices, were 2,510; in the latter 
3,191, being at the rate of more than ten each day, 
Sundays excepted. 

Considering the numerous cases of complaint in 
which there is no action, the correspondence which 
“age out of them, the instruction of postmasters, 

c. some idea may be formed of the buisiness done 
in this branch of the post office department. 

[ Globe. 





Ouro Loan. The canal loan of the state of 
Ohio, offered by the commissioners, for $500,000 
six per cent.stocks, redeemable in 1856, with in- 
terest semi-annually, was taken by Messrs. Prime, 
Ward, King & Co. at a premium of $12 57 oi 
cent. or $112 57 money for $100 in stock. The 
investment will net about 43 per cent. interest per 
annum. The state of Ohio in the payment of her 
interest money lately took eare to do all which 
could possibly be demanded, having paid specie, or 
rather added the premium on specie to the payment, 
giving $109 in Tet for $100 due. There is no 
doubt about the physical or moral resources of the 
queen of the west. [NV. ¥. Jour. of Com. 


Tye Sac anp Fox Inprans. St. Louis, June 
28. For several days past, a deputation of the Sac 
and Fox Indians, headed by Keokuk, have been in 
this city. The object of their visit at this time is 
to look after their annuities, amounting to nearly 
sixty thousand dollars a year, which are stipulated 
to be paid early in June. As an Indian’s necessi- 
ties are generally urgent, and as the custom of the 
government—to pay money when it becomes due 
—has been departed from, they were naturally 
solicitous to ascertain the cause. On Saturday and 
Monday they held talks with the officers for the 
nglgroe of being informed upon the matter. Keo- 

cuk, we heard, made a Jong speech, in which he in- 

véiched against the faithlessness of the government 
in the execution of the treaties with them; declared 
the indebtedness of his tribe to the traders who 
have supplied with goods, and more especially 
with provisions; and expressed a willingness to re- 
ceive bank notes, or any thing else which could be 
paid to their creditors, in the discharge of their 
debts. The result of the council was not very sa- 
tisfactory. They were told that there was no mo- 
ney here to pay them; and we may venture to say 
that it is exceedingly uncertain when a sufficient 
amount of specie will be found for that purpose. 
We understand that the amount of the first annuity 
{ $30,000) is to be paid in goods, deliverable here 
on the 10th of August next; and that an effort will 
be made to pay off the other annuity, nearly 
$30,000, in specie, whenever the government can 
get it. 





NATIONAL Courntesiges. From the N. Y. Ameri- 


to tender you the thanks of the society over Which 
I preside; and to unite with you in the comn, 
sentiment, that the uninterruptcd harmony and 
friendship which happily subsist between our jo. 
pective countries, can only be rendered ‘the mo,, 
enduring by such reciprocal proofs of esteem, whic) 
in this case, has so eminently cistinguished the aq’ 
ministration of marine of his Most Christian y. 
jesty. 

: I have the honor to be, sir, with distinguish 





vant. Cu. G. Rinegrey, 


Com. and prest. of the U. S. naval lyceum, 





SIX DAYS LATER FROM ENGLAND, 


By the arrival of the packet ship Oxford, Rat). 
bone, from Liverpool, we have re¢elved our files of 
English papers, embracing Liverpool dates to th 
3d and London to the 2d June. 

The intelligence of the suspension of specie pay. 
ments by our banking institutions had not been j.. 
ceived at Liverpool at the time of the Oxford’s sai. 
ing. 

The proceedings of parliament are of no genera) 


| interest. 


The Roscoe had arrived at Liverpool, carrying 
thither the account of the unsuccessful mission ¢; 
the committee of New York merchants to Washing. 
ton, and its return. The Liverpool Chronicle of 
June 3d remarks: 

“The apathy of the new president had excited, 
necessarily, a strong feeling of indignation; and, iy 
truth, the Americans have some reason to feel dis. 
satisfied. No government in the world stands in 
so proud a position as the American €xecutive— 
none so able to restore effectually the all but bank. 
rupt state of the country’s commerce. While the 
government is wallowing in useless wealth, and the 
public revenue far exceeds the current expendi. 
ture: while squabbles joud and lengthy have arisen 
in congress and elsewhere respecting the appr- 
priation of what is termed the ‘surplus revenue, 
it is a leetle too bad for the chief magistrate of a 
great nation to sit quiet and indifierent at the al. 
most universal ruin which every where surrounds 
him, when he possesses the means, if he had the 
inclination, to mitigate its severity. Look at the 
conduct of the Bank of England towards the Amer- 
can houses in this country—establishments towar: 
which she could not feel very favorably disposed— 
and contrast her disinterestedness with the apathy 
of the American president towards the misfortunes 
of his own countrymen. To the latter, the compe 
rison is by nv means complimentary.” 

The Roscoe carricd out the news of the ru 
upon the Mechanics’ bank and the Dry Doct, 
with the suspension of the latter. The newsa 
the general suspension of our banks, however, bid 
not reached England. Still, so important did they 





can. When the fine French frigate Artemise was here 


ties and by private citizens to the officers, and the 


our cilizens that visited the frigate, were subjects 
of mutual gratification. 

We are now enabled through tfe kindness of the 
French consul general here, M. de la Forest, to pre- 
sent to our readers in the annexed letter from com- 
modore Ridgely, the grateful evidence, that neither 
upon the Chevalier de la Place, commander of the 
Artemise, nor upon his govermment, were the kind- 
nesses of our naval officers, magistrates and citi- 
zens, lost or misplaced. 

It is matter of congratulation always, when we 
have it in our power to record acts which, like these, 
brighten the chain of friendship between two an- 
cient allies. 

U. 8. Naval Lyceum, N. York, July 3, 1837. 
A Monsieur de la Forest, 
Consul general of France, New York: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from 
you, of a communication from the Chevalier de la 
Place, Capitaine de Vaisseau, and a member of the 
naval lyceum, accompanied by a box, containing 
the voyages of the Astrolabe, Uranie, Coquille and 
Luxor, with illustrative plates and maps, which he 
says he is charged to present to this institution in 
the name of his excellency, the minister of Marine, 
admiral Rosamel, as an additional proof of the es- 
teem and frienship entertained by the military ma- 
rine of France, for that of the U. States. 

I must ask your kindness to convey to these 
distinguished citizens of the French empire, the let- 
ter of acknowledgement which wiil be presented to 
you herewith, for this important and munificent 
donation. 

For your personal agency, sir, in conveying to 
the lyceum these splendid memorials of the char- 
j acteristic liberality of your governinent, 1 beg leave 











last year, the reception given by the public anthori- | 


liberal courtesy of those ofiicers to the thousands of 


consider the Roscoe’s news at Liverpool, and % 
gloomy withal, that two expresses were instantly 
‘despatched to London. At the moment the ei: 
'vices reached the metropolis, the directors of the 
Bank of England were considering the propriety @ 
extending their assistance to the American houses 
already propped up by them to the end of the yet 
But the intelligence by the Roscoe appeared s 
alarming that they broke up without coming 
any decision. Two or three days were subsequett 
ly spent in profitless discussion, and the directo 
| parted on the evening of the Ist of June, withot! 
having arrived at any conclusion. Mean time, boll 
the London and Liverpeol packets were detainct 
to bring out the ultimatum of the bank. Th 
ultimatum is contained in the annexed article {70 
the Liverpool Chronicle of the 8d. 


Bank of England have declined to support the éi 
barrassed American houses beyond the time on" 
nally agreed upon—the first of June. The aire’ 
tors have had several meetings on the subject, at 
the bank parlor has been the scene of protrace 


and avery discussion. They met, we understali i 
on Thursday afternoon, and, after remaining 1” de ‘ 
liberation for a length of time, adjourned unt ya 
o’clock, when they again assembled, and woe e 





in deliberation until after 8 o’clock, men dl 
'eame to the deterinination, in consequence O! & 
[present critical state of monetary matters, 


; ‘pp 4 7 ioats antl 
| here andin the United States, of withholding ¢ | 
r | ite irms ich 

farther support from the American firms, \"" i 
to support page Fs 


they had previously guarantied wee 
| specified period. That period having expired, We 


were determined to incur no 

» a) pe roan’ | ¢ 
the Bank of England had necessarily procuc” ; 
great sensation among the moneyed 
Lendon to which it had become known. 
Glynn, a London banker of great eminence 
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diately posted down to Birmingham with the intel- 
jizence, aud on his arrival there had the good for- 
tune to meet with a party of gentlemen belonging 
to the Grand Junction railway, who had been mak- 
ing an excursion along the line. The party imme- 
diately proceeded to Liverpool with the important 
news in their possession, and it became known on 
‘change before the arrival of the evening papers.— 
The effect of this intelligence soon manifested it- 
self. An establishment deeply involved with Ame- 
rica, and one of the largest importers of cotton in 
this great commercial mart, immediately suspended 
payment. Connected as this establishment 1s with 
other firms of more or less importance, we cannot 
view the consequences but with feelings of alarm. 
We are now, it is to be feared, only arriving at the 
«beginning of the end.” 

Of course the disastrous news from the United 
States produced a serious reaction on the London 
stock exchange, in regard to American securities, 
the new bonds of the bank of the United States. 
These bonds were done on the Ist, at 94; those of 
the Morrig canal at974a93. The following is @Xx- 
tracted from the *‘city” head of the Morning Herald 
of June 2: 

The directors of the Bank of Engiand have been 
engaged again te-day in, it is said, important dis- 
cussions relative to the situation of the American 
houses requiring a farther extention of time to repay 
the advances made to them some time since. Up 
to a late hour this morning, the court remained in 
deliberation; and nothing upon which dependence 
can be placed was allowed to transpire. A variety 
of rumors have been current this afternoon relative 
to the present determination of the directors. It is 
stated that the governor and deputy governor had 
an interview with the.ministry to-day upon the 
matters which at present excite so much interest, 


but nothing has transpired whatever as to the result. 


It is stated that the accounts from Liverpool to-day 
were unsatisfactory, and impeded, in fact, the com- 


| pletion of the arrangement in question. The court 


of directors remained in deliberation long subse- 
quently to the period when business regularly ter- 
y. It was understood that no 
definite result was come to before the meeting broke 
up. 
The court of directors issued this afternoon the 


| following notice: 


The governor and company of the Bank of Eng- 
land do hereby give notice that, on and after the Ist 
instant, they will be ready to receive applications 
for loans upon the deposite of approved bills of ex- 
change, not having more than ninety-five days to 
run, such loans to be paid on or- before the 15th of 


» July next, with interest at the rate of five per cent. 


per. annum, and to be for sums not less than£ 2,000 


™ each. 
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‘Bank of England, June 1, 1837.” 
The circalation of this notice gave evident satis- 


faction to the merchants of the city, some idea hav- 


ing been entertained that the directors of the Bank 
of England, from the delicate position in which 
they now stand, would have lessened the accommo- 
dation they usually give to the mercantile world 
while the transfer books remained closed. It will 


| be observed that the words “and other approved 


securities,” usually inserted after bills of exchange, 
are omitted. 

The meeting of the court of directors of the Bank 
of England broke up about eight o’clock, and it is 
asserted that they have come to the determination 
not to renew the accommodation to the American 
houses, unless with additional securities. 

_ The funds have been heavy to-day, money hav- 
ing been more in demand. There has been a plen- 
tiful supply of stock in the market, as the transfer 
book for consols, the three and a half per cents. and 
other securities, are about to close, preparatory to 
the payment of the dividends. Consols for account 
fell to 914, but recovered afterward to 914. In mo- 
hey, sales were made as low as 903, but the latest 
Prices were 903. The new three and a half per 
cents. have fallen to 988%, and bank stock from 206 
to 203, but rallied again to 2044 in the afternoon.— 
€ premium on exchequer bills and India bonds 
Was lower to-day, the former having been quoted 
at 33, and the latter at 34. India stock, after de- 
clining to 2593, closed at 260. 
Spanish bonds have been heavy to-day at 22, the 
agent of that government having notified his inabili- 
thie yey the interest due on the November coupons 
~ a: These-coupons fell to 46 in the morning, 
a alterwards rose to 43. The five per cent. Por- 
— bonds, the interest on which was duly paid 
the a Were done at 44 without the dividend, and 
=i “eee per cents. at 284. The northern bonds 
ol] : minea their value to-day, but Chilian stock 
~ ° 29 in the morning, being a reduction of 10 
sal cent.on Tucsday’s prices, caused by M. Ro- 
°s having failed in his plan to pay the arrears of 


interest. The United States bank bonds have been 
done at 94, and Morris canal shares at 974498. 

A letter dated Liverpool, June 3, says: ‘‘Phe 
news from London last night was, that the bank 
had declined rendering any further aid to the Lon- 
don houses, and ‘it is said that T. Wilson & Co. of 
London, have already stopped. 

[We are assured that this news of the suspen- 
sion of Wilson & Co. can scarcely be true. The 
agent here has no such advices. ] 

The destructives have carried the election of Mr. 
Dennistoun, for Glasgow. They were in great 
spirits, considering this victory as a set-off to their 
late defeat in Westminster. Mr. Dennistoun took 
his-seat in the house of commons onthe 30th of 
May, amid the cheers of the combined forces of 
whigs and radicals. 

FRANCE. 

The latest French papers contain no news of im- 
portance, save the accounts of the marriage fetes of 
the duke of Orleans, at Fontainebleau. The royal 
marriage took place on the 30th of May. We have 
copied an interesting account of the affair from the 
correspondence of the London Morning Herald. 

From the London Morning Herald, June 2. 
MARRIAGE OF THE DUKE OF ORLEANS. 

Fontainebleau, May 29. From the very first hour 
of the morning the whole population, from the royal 
guests and authorities of the town, down to the 
lowest of the people, were in movement, in expecta- 
tion of the arrival of the princess Helena, and of her 
reception at the chateau. The principal street on 
her way to Melun, by which the bride of the prince 
royal was to enter, was hung with tri-colored flags, 
and filled with a busy and curious population. At 
2 o’oclock several carriages left the chateau ata ra- 
pid rate, containing the dukes of Orleans and Ne- 
mours, and the gentlemen and ladies attached to the 
future Nonsalede of the princess, who were to be 
presented to her at Melun. Anxiety and curiosity 
were depicted onevery countenance. So many re- 
ports had been spread about relative to the appear- 
ance of the future duchess of Orleans, the majority 
of which were decidedly unfavorable to her beauty, 
tnat from the chateau to the barriere, all were equal- 
ly curious to satisfy themselves on the point of her 
personal appearance. 

At 3 o’clock, the grand court of the chateau, the 
Cour du Cheval Blanc, so famous in his history as 
the scene of Napoleon’s adieu to his troops, was 
lined with the battalions of infantry and artillery 
which were encamped without the town, the na- 
tional guards of Fontainebleau and its environs, and 
the regiment of hussars quartered in the town. 
The chateau, which consists rather of a collection 
of several chateaux than one single building, and 
which has been characteristically termed a rendez- 
vous of palaces, has several entrances. This grand 
court, however, is considered the principal entrance. 
and it was there that the reception of the bride of 
the prince royal was to become a minor event in the 
history of this palace, already so rich in historical 
souvenirs. This collection of buildings, which con- 
tain traces of so many sovereigns of France up to 
the present time, dates as far back as Louis VII. 
Since that time different parts of the building form 
a chain of historical associations connected with al- 
most every reign. Henry IV, Louis VIII, Louis 
XIV, Louis XV and Napoleon, have each left a link 
to this chain, in the additions and reparations which 
were made under their sway to this their favorite 
residence, and Louis Philippe has harmonized the 
whole in the tasteful arrangement of the successive 
suite of buildings, each bearing the impress of their 
epoch, restored perfectly in the taste of the times in 
which they were first constructed, even to the most 
minute details. 

The great court, generally called the Cour de 
Cheval Blanc, from a statue which has now disap- 
peared, was crowded on this oceasion with the 
| troops placed to salute the bride on her arrival. At 
the upper end a double staircase, in the form of a 
horse shoe, conducts to a small terrace, upon which 
the grand apartments destined for state occasions, 
and newly decorated with exquisite taste and great 
magnificence by Louis Philippe, open. Upon this 
spot the royal family were to await the new addi- 
tion to their circle—the new princess of their dy- 
nasty. This terrace was crowded with officers 
belonging to the household, and various persons at- 
tached to the court; and from time to time the ap- 
pearance of the king from the grand reception room, 
where the royal family was assembled, evinced his 
impatience to greet his future daughter-in-law. 
The square in front of the chateau was filled with 
expectant crowds of people; the windows of the 
houses opposite were crowded with strangers, whom 
curiosity had collected to witness the ceremony; 
and the bustle and animation of the multitude con- 
trasted singularly with one single house opposite, 
the windows of which were closed and the garden 











empty. In this house resides the Count de Polig- 
nac, brother to the unfortunate minister, and for- 
merly governor of the chateau of Fontainebleau, 
whese amiable manners and general worth had so 
endeared him to the inhabitants of the town, and all 
the country round, that when the revolution of July 
broke out, all, with one accord, called upon him to 
remain among them. At this house there were 
haturally none to greet the princess destined to pro- 
long a dynasty, the establishment of which had 
ruined their fortunes, and plunged their family into 
grief for so many long years. At about 5 o’clock 
the dukes of Orleans and Nemours, with their ac- 
companying suites, returned from Melun, where 
they had met the princess, and carriages containing 
domestics in the Mecklenburgh livery followed. 
Courier after courier arrived, but each brought tid- 
ings, that the princess was still far off, and would 
probably arrive late. 

The day, which had been remarkably fine, grew 
overcast; a storm was coming up in the distance; 
the rain began to fall, and the people began to mur- 
mur at the evil angury of the arrival of the princess 
in the midst of the thunder siorm. ‘I would sub- 
mit cheerfully to wet wet, if she were but to arrive 
in bad weather; remarked a legitimist lady near us, 
whose curicsity had overcome her principles so far 
as to induce her to witness the princess’ reception, 
but whose zealiwas still strong enough to sacrifice 
a bonnet in the cause. Louis Philippe’s star, how- 
ever, prevailed; and, after a few drops of moisture, 
which only served to alarm the ladies present and 
the national guards drawn out, the clouds passed 
over, the sun again shone out, and the evil prognos- 
tic passed away. It was near seven o’clock when, 
after several couriers, an officer advanced up the 
court of the chateau, at full gallop, to announce the 
arrival of the princess at the gates of the town.— 
She was there received hy the anthorities—the pre- 
fect of the department, the sub-prefeet and mayor, 
the latter of whom delivered the customary address 
upon the occasion. ‘The answer was made by the 
princess with ease, grace and self-possession; a de- 
putation of twenty young ladies in white delivered 
an address in-verse, and a shower of bouquets, and 
the procession moved on. The shouts of the crowd 
announced the approach of the bride to the cha- 
tean; detachment of gensdarmerie on horseback 
preceded and followed the royal carriages, which 
had been sent to Melun to convey the princess with 
the dowager duchess of Mecklenburg to Fontaine- 
bleau. In the first sat the princess with her step- 
mother and the duke de Broglie, who had proceed- 
ed to the frontiers of France to meet her, and in 
the second the persons of the suite. 

As the carriage entered the great gate of the 
court, the terrace at the head of the double stair- 
case of the facade presented an interesting tableau. 
The king, the queen, all the royal family, the royal 
household, the ministers of state, and great person- 
ages invited, were all assembled; and as the car- 
riage advanced, and the princess and princesses, 
accompanied by the future household of the prin- 
cess Helena, and their suite, descended the right 
side of the horse-shoe staircase, and the rest of the 
assembled group the other, the coop-d’-cil was ex- 
tremely interesting. Louis Philippe and the queen 
alone remained with a few attendants at the top of 
the stairease. On descending from the carriage, 
the duke de Nemours offered his hand to the fair 
bride, the duke of Orleans to the duchess of Meck- 
lenberg, and ascended again the staircase to present 
her to the king. On her arriving at the top, the 
king, as she stooped to kiss his hand, according to 
etiquette, opened his arms in evident emotion, and 
embraced her with tears in his eyes: On turning 
to the queen, the princess again stooped to kiss her 
majesty’s arm, but the queen stopped her with the 
words, “Not so, are you not my daughter?’’ and 
embraced her. The whole assembled party then 
entered the grand reception hall, whete the em- 
blems of the ten monarchs who have most embel- 
lished the palace, all united in the present decora- 
tion of this splendid apartment, appeared to await 
and salute the hope of the present dynasty on her 
arrival. 

It was in this very hall that Pope Pius VII first 
reposed in 1804, when he arrived to crown the new 
emperor; and it was from this same hall ten years 
afterward, that very emperor descended after his 
abdication, to take leave of those who had estab- 
lished his power. ‘L’homme propose, et Dieu dis- 
pose,”’ is a truth engraved’ no where more deeply 
than in French history. A policy unusual in the 
history of royal marriages had been adopted on this 
occasion, the effect of which was remarkable.— 
Royal portraits had been long since interchanged; 
but still, report which issued from the interior of 


‘the palace, continued to say that the princess pos- 


sess¢d no personal charms; in fact that she was ra- 
ther plain than otherwise. The gay and somewhat 
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triumphant look of the young duke, when he re- 
turned, on Sunday evening, from his private visit 
to Chalons—a visit unsanctioned by etiquette, but 
which natural impatience on the occasion rendered 
excusable—had seemed to tell a different tale.— 
The princess Helena of Mecklenburg, without any 
retensions to extraordinary beauty, is, neverthe- 
ess, a charming looking person (nice-looking she 
would be called in England), with a lively and ex- 
pressive face, exhibiting a mixture of decision and 
German bonhomme, with a fine tall figure, and a 
great deal of natural grace. Every body was struck 
with her appearance, which, if vaunted, would pro- 
bably have been found ‘‘wanting,”’ but which now 
excited admiration, from the agreeable surprise it 
occasioned. The gentlemen present, however, 
were in ectacies, while the ladies agreed that she 
was charmante, in spite, as the critical Parisians de- 
‘ clared, of a hat which was evidently not Baudry’s, 
and a robe which was of a very doubtful gout. 

After an effective presentation to all the mem- 
bers of the family, the princess, with the dowager 
dutchess, who daring the whole ceremony, seemed 
to perform a triste part, such as a chaperon is gene- 
rally called upon to play, were presented to the as- 
sembled ladies of Louis Philippe’s court. After a 
short interval, during which the foilettes of recep- 

+ tion were exchanged for those of greater ceremony, 
dinner was at last served at nine o’clock, in the 
magnificent Galerie de Diane, for nearly 280 guests. 
The king, with the princess Helena, to whom all 
the honors of the day were paid, on his right ap- 
sue during the whole dinner occupied with his 
uture daughter-in-law, whose liveliness of charac- 
ter was in no way damped by the fatigues of her 
long journey, and still more by the ennui of her tri- 
umphant entries, receptions, addresses, &c. which 
had thronged upon her during her whole progress 
through France. After dinner, the gentlemen pre- 
sent were presented to the young princess; the mi- 
nisters having the precedence; and the whole court 
adjourned to the grand Salle de Balle, which has 
been newly decorated in the richest manner in the 
style of the times of chivalry in which it was first 
arranged under Henry IT. 

From this apartment, ten large windows of which 
open a part of the chateau called the parterre, and 
the more distant forest the royal family were to 
view the fireworks, which were fixed at the extre- 
mity of the garden facing the windows. As the 
immense windows of this splendid room were 
thrown open and the king, with the young bride, 
appeared at one of them, the crowds assembled in 
the garden beneath, which always open to the pub- 
lic, and upon this occasion amounted to multitudes, 
from the whole country round, saluted them with 
shouts. The young couple were afterwards, dur- 
ing the display of fireworks, left alone at the win- 
dow of the salle, while, by tacit consent, the as- 
sembled persons retired to another part of the 
apartment, and the rest of the royal family remain- 
ed grouped at one window. It was 11 o'clock be- 
fore the ceremonies of day were terminated. 

The little town somewhat dully illuminated. 

Tuesday, May 30. The town is still crowded to 
excess, filled with bustling multitudes, who enjoy 
the fetes provided for their pleasure gratis, and 
throng round the camp, the public square of the 
chateau, and the gardens. <A great crowd assem- 
bled about the chateau about noon, as the royal 
family had intending taking a promenade in the 
most beautiful parts of the forest. This arrange- 
ment was afterward however, changed; the royal 
carriages were sent back, the young couple left 
quietly with the rest of the family, and the ladies of 
honur, with the ladies of the household of the prin- 
cess and some of the invited guests, alone start- 
ed, followed shortly afterward by the duke of Ne- 
mours and the prince de Joinville upon horseback. 
To-day, the marriage is to be celebrated in the 
great chapel of the chateau, called the Chapel of 
the Trinity, at 9 intheevening. The civil rite will 
be performed in the mest private manner before 
dinner, in the presence of few beyond the members 
of the royal family themselves. The iittle theatre 
ofithe town was opened gratis to the crowd who 
are to dance to-night on the skirts of the park to 
orchestras erected for the purpose in celebration o 
the event. 

SPAIN. 

The intelligence from Spain is so chequered and 
contradictory, that it is impossible to arrive at sa- 
tisfactory opinions. The Madrid road was again 
open, and the ministry still held possession of their 
places. On dhe 2tst May, the cortes voted their 
sittings permanent, until the election of a new 
chamber. This motion was agreed to by 92 votes 
against 9. It must be observed, in recording this 
circumstance, that the professed and sole object for 
which the present cortes was assembled. was the 


settlement of the future constitution of the king- | 


dom; whereas there is no subjegt whatever within 
te province, either of a legislative or of a delibe- 
rative body, which they have not exercised, from 
votes of confidence down to the granting of uni- 


versal power to the executive government, 


The news trom Valencia, of the 18th, represents 
the city to be in a state of extreme consternation, 
in consequence of the approach of the Carlist chief 
El Serrador, whose progress we have already no- 
ticed, up to a later period than the Madrid govern- 
ment possessed, at the date-of our advices, 

The British legion has been sadly reduced in 
numbers. It consisted originally of 10,000 men.— 
Reinforcements to the amount of 5,000 have been 
sent over to its support. Of the whole number, 
three or four thousand have returned to England, 
either in distress or disgust. Its present effective 
force is computed at less than 3,000 men. 

. The queen’s troops under Iribarren, were attack- 
ed by Don Sebastian on the 24th of May near 
Huesca, about twelve leagues north of Saragossa, 
and defeated, with the loss of one of their best offi- 
cers, general Iriarte.. The commander-in-chief was 
also disabled by a severe wound. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The existence of the plague at Poros, in the Gre- 
cian Archipelago, is confirmed by letters from 
Athen of May 8th. A set of quarantine regulations 
was linmediately formed by the Greek minister, and 
ordered to be enforced on the diseased island. 

A letter from Corfu, of the 5th of May, mentions 
that the political refugees from the papal states, 
who have taken shelter there, have found employ- 
ment in the service of the pacha of Janinna, who 
encourages foreigners to visit the court of Albania, 
in order that the natives of that rugged country may 
be somewhat civilized. 

MARKETS. 
Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 
Liverpool, May 31. 

We experienced a decided improvement in our 
cotton market last week; with little exception, we 
had a good demand, accompanied by an improved 
feeling, and both speculators and the trade purchas- 
ed as if they thought we had touched the lowest; 
a tag view of our case we trust will be rea- 
ized. 
which speculators took about 4,500 American, ex- 
pert buyers about 900 do. 450 Brazil, and 1,200 
Surat, leaving about 23,000 bales for the trade. 

The import of all sorts of cotton into the king- 
dom since the Ist of January amounts to 630,800, 
against 455,400, and of American we have received 
482,000, against 323,000, received up to this time 
last year. The stock at this port, as at present esti- 
mated, amounts to about 36,000 against 161,000, 
held this time in 1836, and of American separately 
- appear to have about 214,000, against 95,000 

alos. 

The sales of cotton the last three days are about 
13,000 bales. 

Ist June. The sales the last two days about 
9,000 hales at pretty steady prices. 

2d June. The sales of cotton this weelk,:40,290, 


iof which 9,000 American and 400 Surat were taken 


on speculation, and 1,800 American and 900 East 
India for export. Prices for the week a little bet- 
ter. 





THE SHIP PENNSYLVANIA. 
Agreeably to public notice the citizens of Phila- 
delphia assembled in town meeting in the State 
House yard on the Sth instant, to express their sen- 
timents in favor of fitting out the ‘ship of the line 
Pennsylvania in her native state and waters and to 


oppose the implied insult,” that the mechanics of 


that city are unskilfal in naval architecture. 

Mr. 8. C. Thompson organized the meeting by 
calling on gen. Andrew M. Provost to preside, as- 
sisted by John Thompson, John Naglee, William 
Stavely and Joseph Plankington, as vice presi- 


dents; Peter Crans, jr. and 8. C. Thompson acting 


as secretaries. 

The meeting was then addressed by cvlonels 
Thompson and Page. 
his remarks, presented a preamble and resolutions. 
The first declares that the Pennsylvania as regards 


size, mode! and finish of hull to be the most perfect | 


specimen of naval architecture in the weorld—a 


credit to her builders and the pride and boast of 


the city and the state, and that it is due to these, 
in the absence of imperative reasons to the contrary, 
that she should be fitted out at the place where she 
has been built, but as it is understood that instruc- 
tions has been given by the navy commissioner to 
launch her without being coppered—Therefore, 
Resolved, That the said ship, if not coppered be- 
fore being launched, will have to be sent, at con- 
siderable expense and risk, to Norfolk, there to be 
docked, coppered and fitted out, a measure which 





prudence and economy forbid, and the reasonable 


The sales of the week are 29,930 bales, of 


The latter, on concluding 
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aI Ma Bg, Jam 
expectation, just claims and superior skill of ,. sterigeres 
mechanics, are opposed to, and render unnecegg, m Kerr John 
Resolved, That such an act will be a reflect), parlington, 
on the city; which though producing mechan W Forwar 
capable of building the largest and. finest ships ; Todd, Jaco 
the world, is by it made to appear destitute of th Russel, +¢ 
skill and material competent. to equip her fo, ... any, Ro’ 
when wanted. calm De The Ph 
Resolved, ‘That the order of the navy board ; noble ships 
the more surprising, because all the copper ieeaa philadelpht 
sary for the ship is now at the navy yard, cor fm feeling of h 
and punched ready for use, and if she does not ,., ished @ pre 
ry it on her bottom, she must take it to sea jy © on reflecti 
hold; and it is well known that the briefest fal jntions not 
sure of the plank of a vessel to the action of ;,, I of executi 
water of Norfolk is sufficient to innoculate it yi, which can! 
the «orm, and no after-sheathing will prevent 4, tice, unless 
increase of the insect and destruction of the woo; MM fidence of 
Resolved, That in the opinion of this meetin, fl populat VO 
there appears to be on the part of the navy boan{ iam it ought to 
strong prejudices against the navy yard here, (MMM could wit! 
tablished at considerable cost to the nation); .,) phians enl 
claiming, as we do, at the hands of this bureay hia musk 
which exists only with the consent of the peop|; il wrong in | 
whose agents the commissioners are, our fair a7 and if car 
portion of the patronage of the general governme,:Mlmm jnstead of 
at their disposal, we are determined not to submit conviction 
to the partiality which has been so long manifes:.;JMM™ the public 
by them for other stations, to the serious detrimen; The Pe 
of the Philadelphia navy yard. in the wot 
Resolved, That in sending to other naval station Mi with the b 
all the materials for building ships of the line anf out, crea’ 
frigates, as well as the continued indifference ayjMM™ crandeur 
neglect which this navy yard has experienced 4 man min 
the hands of the said navy. board, we find enons} always Wi 
to justify us in inferring a design to prejudice Phi. she bears 
ladelphia as a building station, and finally destroy our forefa 
the navy yard. “B® sought a 
Resolved, That as the said ship has been built fM she is a 
here, and bears the name of our state, she ougit i ofan Am 
to be finished here, instead of being sent into exjl. 
for that purpose—an act calculated to insult the 
feelings of the.mechanics under whose careful labo: The fo 
and superior skill she has risen from her keel tof vernmen 
her deck, to be the prsle of our navy and an honor 
to the union. «Color 
Resolved, That a committee of five persons, tc. departme 
gether with the officers of this meeting, be appoint. state for 
ed to address the president of the United States of been con 
the subject, enclosing a copy of the proceedings of The p 
this meeting, and respectfully -requesting on his habitant: 
part such interference in the matteras may prevent decreed 
the injustice contemplated by the said navy boar. Art. 1 
The following geutlemen were appointed sailf® to comp 
committee: the Unit 
Gen. Robert Patterson, col. James Page, colon institute 
John Swift, col. John G. Watmough, William J. be subm 
Leiper, esq. the Unit 
Mr. Meus of Philadelphia county, drew up tle Art. 2 
following application to the president of the United horised 
States, to fit outthe ship Pennsylvania at Philadel: should r 
phia, instead of her being sent to Norfolk for such tion wh 
purpose. Itissigned by nearly all the delegates of accordit 
the convention. sions sh 
To his excellency Martin Van Buren, president oft to close 
United States of America: ; prohibit 
The undersigned, delegates to the convention. (0 factures 
revise the constitution of the commonwealth « those al 
Pennsylvania, having understood that it is the 1". necessa 
tention of the government, after the launcbing % safety ¢ 
the United States ship Pennsylvania, to send het | 
round to Norfolk, Virginia. where she is to be cop 
pered and fitted out, respectfully ask that she ™2J 
be coppered and fitted out from the port of Pbili The 
delphia, in her native state, in which the best mé publist 
terials and the best workmen can always be pr Gove 
cured at the ceapest rates, and thereby much &* 
pense saved to the country. To Do 
Harvisburg, July 6, 1837. 5 Whi 
| Joseph M. Doran, Benjamin Martin, George. \ inform 
Riter, James Merrill, Wm. Gearhart, Levi Mer** God 
William Brown, William Overfield John A. Gamo”) To his 
J. M. Porter, E. C. Reigat, R. E. Cochran, J.> 
Barclay, W. P. McClay, Pierce Butler, John (0 And 
min, George Shellito, C. J. Ingersoll, Ephra same | 
Banks, Andrew Bedford, William Swetland, 2. . and in 
Crain, William L. Harris, Jacob Dellinger, 40%" partm 
Fry, jr. Charles Brown, Thomas Taggart, Geo" conce: 
Smith, Samuel A. Purviance, Ezra 8. Hayhur Sict 
William Curll, C. A. Barnitz, William Clark, T!* Not 
mas McCall, Jacob Krebs, H. Goid hoger rover: 
Samuel Carey, Phs. Jenks, A. H. Read, J200 eXisti: 
Stickel, John Houpt, John Clark, Daniel Sact* adjust 
James M’Sherry, Virgil Grennell, R. Young, oe To 
mas S, Bell, Thaddeus Stevens, G. T. MeDow"" leans. 
James Kennedy, Thomas Earle, Joshua Diexcls" P. | 
Joseph Snively, William Smyth, D. M. Fare’ from: 
Jabez Hyde, Thomas C. Biddle, Wim. L. me 8 tray 
John Fuller, William Ayres, John Riter, “yt C re 
Serrill, Thomas Hastings, Mark Darrah, J. RD" BR on his 
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Keim, James Clark, Samuel C. Bonham, John B. 
sterigeres William Heister, Thomas H. Sill, Aaron 
Kerr, John Sergeant, M. Pennypacker, William 
parlington, Morgan J. Thomas, Daniel Agnew, 
w. Forward, J. Montgomery, James Pollock, James 
Todd, Jacob Barndollar, Jos. Konigmacher, J. M. 
Russel, “Tobias Sollers, Henry Scheetz, Harmar 
penny, Robert Fleming. 

The Philadelphians may well be proud of the 
noble ship, and feel anxious that she should be a 
philadelphian throughout—-but in indulging this 
fooling of honest pride, we think they have estab- 
ished a precedent which many of the meeting will, 
on reflection, have cause to regret. For the reso- 
jutions not only directly interfere with the duties 
of executive officers, but impute motives to them 
which cannot have the slightest foundation in jus- 
tice, unless they are entirely unworthy of the con- 
fdence of the nation. But this is not all; if the 
popular voice is to be obeyed in fitting out a ship, 
it ought to be obeyed in fitting out a man, and it 
could with the same reason say, that all Philadel- 
phians enlisted in that city should carry Philadel- 
phia muskets or wear Philadelphia hats. ’Tis all 
wrong in principle, however creditable to feeling, 
andif carried out, the officers of the government, 
instead of obeying the obligations of law and the 
convictions of duty, must await the promptings of 
the public. 

The Pennsylvania is, perhaps, the best built ship 
jn the world; and the vastness of her proportions, 
with the beauty and symmetry which reign through- 
out, create the most agreeable sensations of true 
grandeur that earthly objects can create in the hu- 
man mind. We have often trod her decks, and 
always with a buoyant and proud spirit—not because 
she bears the name of that state on whose shores 
our forefathers, the friends and companions of Penn, 


sought an asylum from oppression—but because | § 


she is an American ship and ours the birthright 
ofan American citizen. Tp. Ree.) 





MEXICO. 

The following decree has been issued by the go- 

vernment. j | 
Tampico, 21st June, 1837. 

“Colonel Lowis Gonzaga Vieyra, governor cf the 
department of Mexico. From the department of 
state for exterior relations, the following decree has 
been communicated to me. 

The president of the Mexican republic to its in- 
habitants. Know ye that the general congress has 
decreed as follows: 

Art. Ist. The government is hereby authorised 
to compromise the claim which the government of 
the United States has instituted, or may hereafter 
institute, and those in which they cannot agree may 
be submitted to the decision of a friendly power, 
the United States of America agreeing thereto. 


Art. 2d. The government is further hereby au- | 


horised, that in case the United States of America, 
should refuse, or not give in a stated time, satisfac- 
tion which on our part we have a right to demand 
according to the treaty, or in case the open aggres- 
sions should continue, which have been commenced, 
to close our ports to the commerce of said nation, to 
prohibit the introduction and the use of its manu- 
factures, to point out a period to consume or export 
those already in the country, and to adopt ail the 
hecessary means to effect said measures and the 
safety of the republic. 

MICHAEL VALENTINE, president. 

TIRSO. VICJO, representative and sec’ry. 

RAFAEL MONTALVO, rep. and sec’ry. 

Therefore, I command the same to be printed, 
published, promulgated and duly complied with. 

Governm=nt palace at Mexico, 20th May, 1837. 

. ANASTASIO BUSTAMENTE. 
lo Don Louis Ganzaga, Cuevas. 

_ Which I communicate to your excellency for your 
information and guidsnce. 

God and libertv, Mexico, 20th May, 1837. 

Ohis excellency the governor of the department 

of Mexico. 

And for the information of all, I command the 
same to be published as alaw iu this metropolis, 
and in all the cities, towns and villages of this de- 
partment, and to be circulated to all.whom it may 
Concern, LOUIS GONZAGA VIEYRA. 

Sict GABRIEL SAGASETA, secretary. 

otwithanding the above decree issued by the 
povernment, it is my opinion that all the difficulties 
‘Xisting between the two nations will be amicably 
adjusted by negotiations. 
Rs Mr. Kidd, Merchants Exchange, New Or- 
fas S. The Conducta with specie has not arrived 
; the interior but is expected sgon. I believe all 
_ Janquil throughout the republic. It is believed 


: re that commodore Dallas has passed this place 
‘Ss way to Vera Cruz. 


DEMOCRATIC CELEBRATION, 
The. democrats of the Ist and 2d congressional 
districts of Pennsylvania, celebrated the 4th of July 
by a public dinner at the Military Hall in the city 
of Philadelphia. After the regular toasts, the fol- 
lowing letters were read from the president of the 
United States, the secretary of the treasury, and 
the postmaster general: 
Washington, June 29, 1837. 

GenTLEMEN: I regret exceedingly, that my pub- 
lic duties prevent me from accepting your_polite 
invitation to unite with the democratic citizens of 
the first and second congressional districts of Penn- 
sylvania, in celebrating the approaching anniversa- 
ry of our national independence. It would, under 
different circumstances, have given me the greatest 
pleasure to comply with the request of a portion of 
my fellow citizens so eminently entitled to my re- 
spect and gratitude. pnb ag 


For ths flattering manner in which you have 
been pleased to communicate their wishes, and for 
your affectionate assurances of the cordial wel- 
come with which I would be received by them, ac- 
cept my warmest acknowledgments, and believe 
me to be, very respectfully, your friend and ob’i 
serv’t, M. VAN BUREN. 
To John Thompson, esq. and others, committee. 


Washington, 29th June, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: I had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 27th inst. containing an invitation, in 
behalf of the democracy of the first and second 
congressional districts of Pennsylvania, to join their 
celebration of the approaching anniversary of our 
national independence. It would afford ine great 
leasure to attend upon so gratifying an invitation, 
bat my engagements at this place forbid the indul- 
ence. May I ask the favor of you to propose in 
my behalf the subjoined sentiment? I am, gentle- 
men, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. LEVI WOODBURY. 
To John Thompson, geq. and others, committee, §c. 
The people and their true tnteresis—The exer- 
tions of the enemies of equal rights may depress 
them for a season, but they must eventually tri- 
umph. 
By tle committee—The hon. Levi Woodbury: 
The efficient head of the treasury. 


Washington July 1st, 1837. 

GenTLeMEN: I have received your flattering in- 
vitation to dinner on the 4th inst. with the demo- 
cracy of the first and second congressional districts 
of Pennsylvania. 

Public and private duties unite in forbidding an 
acceptance of your invitation. 

It is a glorious day, but the joys of its advent are 
i dashed a little by the relation in which we are now 





iplaced by the acts of our own citizens, to the 
kingdom from which we were then severed. A 
paltry tax on tea broke the political bond; but now, 
every man, woman and child in this vast republic, 
is taxed in his lands, his bread and his labor, to 
pay off the debts of banks, brokers and merchants 
to that proud isle. Our money is reduced to rags, 
every day becoming more worthless, that.a few 
may maintain their credit abroad by shipping our 
silver and gold, having forced it out of its legit 
mate use as a currency, by depreciating its paper 
associate from 10 to 40 per cent. almost at a blow. 
Who shall calculate the vast tax thus exacted from 
our own people, and where shall they look for de- 
liverance from this degrading thraldom? If free- 
men do not think of a remedy on the 4th of July, 
it will never be devised. I shall look with intense 
interest at the proceedings on that day in Phila- 
delphia and elsewhere, for those bursts of patriot- 
ism, those suggestions of wisdom, and those evi- 
dences of firm resolve, which will conduct us to 
another era of independence, nof of a foreign king- 
dom only, but of those principalities and powers at 
home, which, looking with contempt upon the mas3 
of the people, are ever ready to degrade and oppress 
their own country, to preserve their faith in foreign 
alliances with similar powers. In haste, your friend 
and fellow citizen, AMOS KENDALL 
To John Thompson, esq. and others, committee. 
By the committee—The hon. .2mos Kendall— 
The efficient and patriotic public officer—above the 
calumnies of a corrupt press—not to be intimidated 
by the rag nobility. 





REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITERS TO 
THE MILITARY ACADEMY. 
From the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
To the Secretary of War: 
Str: The board of visiters, who, in compliance 
with your request, have attended the examination 











—“ 


extensive field of inquiry and observation was pre- 
sented, deeply important, from the interesting re- 
sults immediately Involved, and the incidental re- 
sponsibilities attaching to their commission, were 
induced, as a preliminary step, to ascertain in-the 
sources from which their ultimate decisions should 
be drawn; this was effected with great facility, and 
they feel a high gratification in acknowledging that 
every department of the institution was made tri- 
butary to the object—every means called for being 
furnished by the superintendent, and the very able 
and intelligent gentlemen who are at the head of 
the several departments. 

As none of the members of the board had ever 
been present at the previous examination, it is not 
in their power tostate the progress which may have 
been made in the improvement of the discipline, or 
the course of studies, of the cadets; nor to present 
a comparison between the actual, and any preceding 
state of the academy; but so far as they were 
enabled to judge from what assed under their no- 
tice, they are gratified in being able to state, that 
the examination of the classes, generally in their 
respective branches of study, were highly credita- 
ble, both to the institution and the pupils. 

The first, or graduating class was examined on 
the subjects of civil and military engineering, 
ethics, rhetoric, constitutional law, and artillery and 
infantry tactics, on each of which subject the 

oung gentlemen exhibited a proficiency highly 
onorable to the class in general, and gratifying to 
the board. The impression left by this examina- 
tion on the minds of the board was, that these gra- 
duates would pass from the institution ably fitted to 
the discharge of the important duties of the various 
stations they may be called to occupy, whether in 
the public service of their country, or in those posi- 
tions in civil life for which the education received 
at this institution more warticularly qualifies them. 
And the board would further express a confident 
belief, that the results growing out of this education 
will most fully reflect back on the country the en- 
larged benefits which are conferred on the pupils of 
this school. 
The second class was examined in natural and 
experimental philosophy, chemistry, and landscape 
and Topographical drawing. The board would, in 
an especial manner, notice the highly creditable 
performances of this class, on each of these branches, 
as alike honorable to the attention and zeal of the 
instructors, and to the application of the pupils. 

The third aid fourth classes were examined on 
mathematics and French. The proficiency exhi- 
bited by the members of those classes was such as 
to give the most entire satisfaction to this board, 
who cannot close this very brief expression of their 
praise, without copgretulee the institution that 
the plan of the highly accomplished professors, who 
but lately occupied the chair of mathematics, should 
have been so ably filled, as the results of this ex- 
amination fully prove that it is, by the talented 
young officer who now so advantageously presides 
in it. 

In closing this very brief and general expression 
of the impressions left upon them by this review of 
the entire course of studies pursued at the institu- 
tion, this board must permit themselves to offer a 
few observations. They regard this examination 
as a fair and unexceptionable test of the actual ace 
quirements made by the cadets, so far as a public 
and limited examination on some of the branches 
of each course of study can be taken as a criterion 
of the proficiency of the pupil on the whole. The 
text books used by each class were placed before 
this board, and they were invited to select the sub- 
ject for examination for each cadet, and to put such 
questions during the examination as they might 
deem fit. This duty the board performed, and it is 
upon an examination conducted in chief by gentle- 
men,* who, from their official callings, habits and 
pursuits, were especially qualified for such investi- 
gation, that the deliberate opinion here expressed 
is founded. 

That all the members of each class should not 
have appeared with equal advantage when put to 
eo fair a trial, is not ascribable to any cause known 
to the board, except to that diversity of physical 
capacity and talent which no education can soon 
cause to disappear. The rofessors are generally 
'the same who conducted the studies of preceding 
classes—gentlemen entirely devoted to the best in- 
terests of the institution, and peculiarly fitted for 
the important duties they discharge. It is not the 
province of this board to eulogize the services and 
worth of public servants; but when to talents, rare- 
ly the gift to individuals, is combined an active 
zeal in the performance of laborious duties, involv- 
ing the highest trusts, the board will not repress an 











of the United States Military Academy, discover- 
ed, in entering on the duties assigned them, that an 





*President Adams and Wayland, with professor 
Dod, were members of the board. 
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expression of the deep sense they entertain of their 
merits, nor hesitate to urge, with due respect, their 
claims upon your kind attention, so far as they can 
be made available in rendering their positions 
agreeable and pleasant to them. 

The attention of the board was particularly di- 
rected to every point by which the physical com- 
forts of the cadets were in any way afiected.— 
They accordingly made a thorough inspection of 
the barracks, hospital, commons, &c. &c. and found 
that every thing had been, and was, done by the of- 
ficers presiding over their respective departments, 
which could, in any way, contribute to the comfort 
and convenience of those under their care. Good 
order and neatness were observable throughout all 
these arrangements, with such checks instituted 
into the expenditure of the cadets as must com- 
pletely secure them from any imposition should any 
attempt of that character be ever made. 

In examining into the wants of the institution, 
the board considered the improvements called for 


in the different branches of the institution, the dis- | 


pew the moral training, and the comforts of the 
cadets. | 

In the first of these, the board would respectfully 
call your attention to the inadequate number of of- 
ficers allowed from the army to the institution, to 
perform, the duties of assistant professors. This 
subject was most pertinently and strongly brought 
under the notice of the secretary of war, in the 
able report made by the board. of visiters of 1833. 
No amelioration, so far as this board can learn, 
grew out of that recommendation; nor have the va- 
rious representations which, they understand, have 
been subsequently made by the.academic staff, on 
the same point, met with more success. Most of 
the departments of the institution are at this mo- 
ment laboring under the obstacles thus thrown in 
their way; and nothing but the most incessant and 
arduous labor, abridging accorded indulgences, and 
trenching on the means of health, has enabled se- 
veral of the professors to carry forward their pupils 
under this state of things. 

The board would not give a positive opinion on 
the claims of the institution upon the services of 
officers of the army who have been graduated 
from it; but it does strike them that thcre is some 
claim, perhaps a strong one, arising simply out of 
the relation of the fi Ce and his alma maler— 
and it does further appear that the young officer 
cannot be placed in a position more favorable to the 
advancement of his own qualifications, or be made 
more generally useful, than in imparting to others 
the acquirements he has made at this institution. 

The board, in connexion with this subject, would 
bring under your notice the present position of the 
acting professor of chemistry. This able officer, 
with responsibilities and duties in no wise inferior 
to those of any of his colleagues, has neither the 
advantages presented by the permanent character, 
hor by the allowances made them under their com- 
missions. The board, therefore, suggest, that it 
would be not only an act of strict justice to have 
his chair placed on the same level with those of his 
colleagues, but that it would advance the best in- 
teresis of the academy to give him a stake in its 
concerns, which, though he now acts under its in- 
fluence, certainly can arise out of nothing but a 
pure and highly commendable zeal for its cause. 

The departments of engineering, natural philoso- 
phy, chemistry, drawing and the library, are still 
in avery incomplete condition, owing to the want 
of sufficient models and books appertaining to 
these different branches, and to suitable accommo- 
dations and conveniences in the buildings of the in- 
stitution,for the purposes of the classes taught.— 
The board, therefore, would, in an especial manner, 
recommend this subject also to your consideration, 
for they are fully satisfied that results can only be 
proportioned to the means placed at the disposal of 
the officer. If the latter are insufficient, it is ex- 
acting too much to expect that the former shall be 
of a favorable character. If much has been done 
without adequate means, it but seems more forcibly 
to illustrate the claims of the professor upun the 
attention of the government, and is a virtual pledge 
of better future performance with increased means. 
From what the board have been able to learn, as 
set forth in the reports of their committees, but 
small yearly appropriations will be required to ena- 
ble these departments to keep pace with the rest of 
the scientific world; and these, they feel a confi- 
dent hope, will be granted by the country, when 
their obvious utility, indeed their indispensable ne- 
cessity, are sO a shown. 

With regard to the actual discipline of the school, 
and the moral training of the cadets, as compared 
with any preceding period, this board can give no 
information which you do not already possess, for the 
reasons assigned in thé. first part of this report. 
The effects of discipline are rather felt than seen, 


and it requires a longer habitual intercourse with 
the young gentlemen of this corps than the board 
have enjoyed, to enable them to speak advisedly or 
understandingly on this point. ‘There are, however, 
some suggestions (even under the acknowledged 
incompetency ) which the board would throw out at 
hazard. 

They have great faith in the mode of government 
for military me.., or those training to the profession 
of arms, which has resulted from ‘the long expe- 
rience of so many nations, and they, therefore, 
would with great hesitation advise any change which 
would not present almost a moral certainty of ame- 
liorating, and not conflict with the sterner obli- 
gations to duty. But as parents, as members of 
the great Christian family, they would ask, whether 
more security might not arise from the moral. in- 
fluence of a zealous, conscientious chaplain on these 
youths, than by any other known means. Ap- 

roving of the system of trial by court martial in an 
institution like this, they would ask, whether the 
present practice, which obtains in these trials, is 
the best that could be devised, for convicting and 
punishing the offender against good morals or disci- 
pline. They would ask, whether it is not exposing 
an ingenuous youth to a fearful moral trial, to co- 
erce his presence, and exact from him, under oath, 
testimony which must go to the conviction of a fel- 
low comrade; (perhaps no more culpable than him- 
self) and results in his own dismission from the 
ee 2 with disgrace. It is enough to touch, 
thus lightly, on the subject; the board do not intend 
more in this place than to throw out some general 
remarks; more would, indeed, be unnecessary: for 
the subject you will find discussed in detail in the 
very uble report of one of the committees. Their 
object here is only to invite your attention to what 
struck them as a most momentous concern to the 
highly intelligent youths with whom they have been 
brought into contact. If they are all the board could 
wish them, and they sincerely, believe they ap- 
proach near to that ‘condition, still they would 
guard them from evil by the most effectual of trials, 
self-arraignment before the tribunal of conscience. 
The board do not, sir, offer you a remedy, if one be 
necessary—they only commit the subject to your 
care, feeling assured that the parental interest you 
must take in the institution will lead you to apply 
the proper correction. 

With regard to the improvements called forin the 
physical comforts of the cadets, the board would ob- 
serve, that the barracks, now occupid by them, are 
ill arranged and inconvenient structures for the 
purpose to which they are applied. Three or four 
cadets are huddled togetherin rooms, some of which 
are barely sufficient for the comfortable accommo- 
dation of two persons, and some not large enough 
for the comfortable accommodation of one alone. 
The board would, therefore, recommend a thorough 
examination, by a competent hoard of engineer 
officers, into the present state of the buildings, to the 
end that, if they admit of alteration, by which com- 
fort and salubrity can be obtained, it be made as 
speedily as it can be done. 

In connexion with this subject, the board would 
offer some further suggestions, which have grown 
out of their examination into the fiscal concerns of 
the institution. With every confidence in the offi- 
cer selected by the secretary of war to preside over 
this institution, they would still inquire, whether 
the large improvements, in the way of the erection 
of new buildings, demolishing or removing old ones, 
changing the physical aspect of the point, by open- 
ing new avenues and clearing away its timber, 
should not undergo the revision of a board of com- 
petent engineer officers before the plans are submit- 
ted to the secretary of war for his approval. This 
method, the board believe, is pursued in the engi- 
neer and ordnance corps, and in other branches of 
service, where large disbursements are made; and it 
is one, which further strikes this board, a proper re- 
gard for the strict application of the public funds 
calls for in all cases, not only to secure the public 
against damage, but to relieve the officer himself 
from a heavy responsibility, which he ought not un- 
necessarily ‘& made to bear. 

The board would further recommend, that all 
farther disbursements for the library be placed un- 
der the care of a committee of the academic staff, to 
be elected annually from and by their own body, 
and that it be made their duty to see that this most 
important auxiliary to the well being of the school be 
supplied with the most useful and necessary works; 
and that they be kept in as good a state as the funds 
yearly granted by congress for it, when most judi- 
ciously applied, will admit of. 

They would also advise that no future appropria- 
tions be asked for by any departmenf of the institu- 
tion, except for specific objects, the cost of which 
shall be’ previously ascertained as far as practicable. 





And that it be made obligatory upon the heads of 
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each department to see that the appropriation, whey 
granted, be applied prot and specifically to the 
purpose for which it was asked; and that, in futuye 
no sum be allowed to lie over, from year to year to 
the prejudice of the institution. They would, fina}. 
nk suggest and recommend, that these provisions 
or future disbursement be made immediately to an. 
ply to all unexpended balances now on hand. 

The board observed with regret that the subjects 
of mineralogy and geology, although constituting , 
part of the regular course of studies prescribed {o, 
the cadets, had, for some time back, been omitteg 
owing to a want of sufficient instructors in the 
chemical department. This omission, which the 
board regarded as a serious defect in the genera} 
course of instruction, they understand might be re. 
mediéed, by having another assistant professor de. 
tailed from the line of the army to attend to this 
branch. The importance of this study to those ep. 
gaged in civil engineering, or in the sarvey of the 
country, is too obvious to call for any particular re. 
marks from the board; they would, therefore, sim. 
ply confine themselves to urging on your considera. 
tion the propriety of making such immediate pro. 
vision for its future prosecution at the military aca. 
demy, as your office may place at your disposal}, 
and that, at some opportune moment, the subject 
be brought before congress, in order that a more 
permanent provision be made to carry out those of 
a temporary character, which you may have been 
pleased to introduce. 

The late addition to our military establishment of 
two regiments of light dragoons, as well as the re- 
peated recommendations cf previous boards of visi- 
ters, have suggested to this board, whether some 
provision should not be made to have a school of 
cavalry tactics attached to this academy. The im. 
portance of early training to those who are to con- 
stitute a permanent part of this force, the board 
deems of sufficient weight to fix your attention 
upon the best means of accomplishing it. They 
have not, however, sufficient data to enable them to 
point out the manner in which the object to be at- 
tained might be best arrived at, and would, there- 
fore, leave its details entirely in your hands, as one 
who is more conversant with the facilities which 
the service itself offers for giving effect to their re- 
commendations. They, therefore, only reiterate 
their convictions of. the necessity of some prepara- 
tory school for cavalry officers, which, it strikes 
them, is, scarcely less important than the schools of 
artillery and infantry tactics, through which the of- 
fieers of these arms of the service are now obliged to 
ass. 

In closing their genera! report, the board would 
refer you to the separate reports of their several 
committees, as containing the most elaborate and 
ample details on the different subjects confided to 
their investigation; and which, in this place, they 
have been able only to present you with such a 
very cursory glance. Could the board permit them- 
selves to indulge in all the reflections that have 
been called forth by the very interesting and highly 
important duties in which they have been engaged, 
they are fearful that, however pleasing the theme 
to themselves and instructive to the public, the re- 
port might deter many from its perusal by its length. 
They will, therefore, terminate it by asking any 
candid inquirer after trutb, any citizen solicitous 
for his country’s good alone, any patriot proud of 
the elevated rank she is destined to take among the 
nations of the earth, whether this institution is not 
fulfilling the great ends of its original founders, and 
the best wishes of its present friends, in the aid 
which the country at large is deriving from the 
number of well-trained youths in the military pro- 
fession which it yearly sends forth, not only into 
the regular service of the nation, but into the ranks 
of the militia, scarcely less the immediate object of 
public care. Whether the bond of union, between 
these two branches of our military force, is not dal- 
ly deriving more strength from the concert of action 
which necessarily arises from a common source of 
instruction, at which both are now being supplice. 
Whether the obstacles to a perpetual union, arising 
from the great geographical divisions of our coun- 
try, and to which the monitory voice of the illus- 
trious Washington referred, and so anxiously sought 
to guard it, can be overcome by any more effective 
means, than in the diffusion of knowledge from 4 
single source, and teaching her sons, when men can 
alone be taught with the certainty of success, that 
lesson of divine wisdom: love one another. Whether 
the country has not reaped, and is not now daily 
reaping from building up and sustaining this inst!- 
tution, benefits immeasurably greater than she has 
conferred in a pecuniary point of view. An 

whether, finally, a cheaper plan, equally effective, 
can be devised by human wisdo-n for attaining the 
objects, which it was intended to accomplish, of 
supplying the army and militia with able, intelli 
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~~ officers, and in the diffusion of sound military 
P sruction throughout the country. 

MThe opinion maturely arrived at by this board, 
npon a close and laborious investigation into the 
concerns of the academy, is, that it is altogether 
worthy of the future patronage of the people.— 
Worthy, a3 4 proud memorial of that exalted beni- 
ficence which, with equal hand, extends its bless- 
ngs to the rich and poor. It will be a happy 
recollection, Sir, for them to call up at some future 
day, that the soundness of this opinion had been 
sustained by the concurring voices of their fellow 
citizens, to Whom they submit it, with an earnest 
recommendation that the academy _be amply foster- 
ed and jealously entrusted only to those who shall 
show themselves worthy of appreciating and carry- 
ing out its great purposes. 

° THOS. BENNETT, president, of S. C. 
JOSEPH ADAMS, Massachusetts. 
FRANCIS WAYLAND, Rhode Island. 
JAMES McKOWN, New York. 
RUTGER B. MILLER, do: 

ALBERT B. DOD, New Jersey. 
JOHN MILES, secretary, Pennsylvania. 


ELLIS LEWIS, do. 
HENRY ROGERS, do. 
JACOB WAGENER, do. 


HENRY HUNTT, District Columbia. 
JAMES ROGERS, S. Carolina. 
JAMES S. BULLOCK, Georgia. 
JOHN C. MULLAY, Tennessee. 
WM. M. DUNN, Indiana. 
M. ARBUCKLE brig. gen. U.S. A. 
U. 8. military academy, West Point, June 17, 1837. 





LETTER FROM HENRY A. WISE. 
From the Marylund Temperance Herald. 
Letter from hon. Henry A. Wise, to judge B. Hopper. 
Acomack county, FE. S. Va. May 22d, 1837. 

Dear sir: [ received your very gratifying letter 
sby the mail before the last, and have to return you 
my most sincere acknowledgments for the honor of 
your invitation, to attend the convention of the 
Maryland State Temperance society, to be held in 
the city of Baltimore on the last Wednesday of 
this month, and for the flattering terms in which 
you were pleased to’ couch your request for me to 
attend its sitting. 

You were correctly informed, sir, when told that 
Tam an advocate of the temperance cause, and T 
consider it one of the highest compliments you could 
have paid me to credit the report. To be a mem- 
ber of a temperance society is to the stranger, with 
me, one of the highest recommendations of charac- 
ter, not only for sobriety, but for most of the vir- 

) tues which constitute a good man and good citizen. 
_It would give me the greatest pleasure to attend 
the coavention, but very recent domestic afflictions, 
pofthe severest kind, compels me to forego that plea- 
psure, and to decline your invitation. I may, how- 
fever, avail myself, very properly I hope of this op- 
portunity of bearing my testimony to the effects of 
temperance, by vindicating my moral character 
from the aspersions and calumnies which have been 
Pcast upon it by the insinuatioas of profligate parti- 
San presses—that in my humble efforts in congress 

: t restore a pure and a free adininistration of the 
|s°vernment, I have been habitually, or at tiines, 
nore stimulated by alcohol than by a love of coun- 
try. Now, sir, Lam but thirty years old, and for 
the last 8 years and some months of my life, I have 
ai on ‘ pier spooaful of ardent spirits, or drank 
Bins at N, wie lon of wine. In 1829, whilst resid- 
Ree 2 asaville, Tennessee, I became a member of 
os to abstain from the use of ardent spirits, 
" ing ps the corresponding secretary of 
Lindale a smperenes society, of which Philip 
ville. Sc age vm of the university of Nash- 
ibe Share et rine _ Since my return to the Nast- 
Sophosiees ; rain I have been active in forin- 
Norther, rll 2 two counties of Accomack and 
organizing the and with others have succeeded in 
ine in al? oF number of some five or six, embrac- 
Ved he tween two and three hundred mem- 

; ce a member of congress, I defy all the 


@ lignity of the bitterest and most false political or 


9 . 
: east dace fo assert that I have ever, in the 
pags anes ed from the strictest pledge ofa temper- 
have "aid? W hich permits wine to be tasted at all. 
einen, wh in part the expenses of messes of gen- 
selves vith at the boarding hou ses, provide them- 
hospitality Posi! ad the table and for the customs of 
ardent « A prag: I have never bought or used 
in 6 eeu Sa all, and but touched wine at times 
metropolia ya merely of the forms of society at the 
self, sip in'acan meee particular in regard to my- 
Vly to those ae that [ may most emphatically re- 
which Ehog who apm impair certain statements 
Wy the imp: » made as a public man to the nation, 
eT mputation of intemperance to we, by saying, 
nor was I drunk, “most noble 


'scenes which I behold. 





Festus.” Another reason for this particularity as 
to my own case, is to show that the beam is out of 
my own eye before I proceed to point out the mote 
in theeyes of others. It has, fortunately or tnfor- 
tunately I know not which, fallen to my fot in pub- 
lic life, to be the instrument of exposing abuses in 
public affairs, and offences in the men who conduct 
them. Such as I think worthy of exposure, I shall 
not shrink from castigating by speaking of them in 
my place and out of my place at will, without any 
regard whatever to personal consequences. [I state 
the fact, then, to the nation, that some of the higher 
executive officers at Washington are, and have been, 
notorious drunkards—drunkards in my sense of the 
term, habitually affected by ardent spirits—drunk 
at least once a week—impaired- in constitution by 
the use of strong drit.k; and I further state, that I 
have often heard the reason assigned, and believe it 
was a valid one, for the house of representatives of 
the congress of the United States not sitting in the 
evening, after dinner, when the public business re- 
quired it, that many ofthe memberS were so much 
in the habit of intoxication, that they were not only 
unfit themselves for public duty, after a certain hour 
in the day, but were likely to prevent others from 
discharging their duty by interrupting the order of 
proceeding. During the latter part of the session 
of congress, when the two houses were compelled 
to sit late, members too drunk for the decency of a 
tavern bar room, were not uncommon sights in the 
senate chamber and in the hall of the house of re- 
presentatives of a republic, whose fathers handed 
down to it the hallowed and immutable truth, “that 
no free government or the blessing of liberty, can 
be preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence 
to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality and 
virtue!!”? These are facts, sir, which in my name, 
if you choose, you may bring to the attention of the 
convention as worthy of the attention of the people 
ofthe U. States. LIamutterly opposed to making the 
temperance cause a political engine in any way what- 
ever, but if the friends of temperance will aid in 
ridding congress of sots—no matter to what politi- 
cal party they may belong, for they are a disgrace 
and an actual injury to any party—they will be 
subserving their own work of good morals, and do 
the country some service. Indeed, the facts which 
I have stated, apply with equal force and truth to 
both whigs and tories in, about the exact ratio of 
their numbers in the list of public men, and let me 
not be misunderstood as reproaching the adminis- 
tration, except so far as high and responsible exe- 
cutive offices are entrusted to intemperate incum- 
bents, whose habits are known by the boys on the 
streets of Washington. I have been a candidate 
three times for the suffrages of the people in the 
oldest district of Old Virginia, proverbial for ‘ho- 
ney-drams,” ‘*mint-juleps,”’ ‘‘hail-storms,”’ ‘‘slings,”” 
‘«dew.drops,” and every description of nectared 
drink, and have never found it necessary or reqni- 
site to. obtain a single vote, to resort to the vulgar 
graces of the familiar cup. 

I have written too much, and more than I intend- 
ed, and must subscribe myself, respectfully, yours, 


the friend of temperance. 
HENRY A. WISE. 





MR. WEBSTER’S SPEECH. 
AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. 

Mr. Webster commenced with expressing his 
heartfelt gratitude for the kindness of his reception, 
and the hospitality which had attended him from 
the first moment of planting foot upon our s®ore. 
He was overwhelmed with his emotions. very 
where sinze he first looked upon our city, had he 
met cordiality—every where overflowing kindness. 
And to the bounty of his fellow citizens and kind- 
ness undeserved, was he indebted for the situation 
in which he then found himself. 

Gentlemen, he continued, I am from the east— 
the far east, and many have-been the motives which 
during a temporary cessation of congressional duties 
have induced me to visit the west: objects of private 
regard—objects of individual friendship, and the 
vreat objects of my life, to see—to know my coun- 
try and my whole country. Muchas I have been 
gratified with the hospitality of you all, I must yet 
refer with feelings of no ordinary character to one 
distinguished individual—one, whose nameis known 
in the councils of our nation—which is commensu- 
rate with our country, and is no where spoken but 
with honor. Gentlemen, the individual sits by my 
side, (Mr. Clay). 

Gentlemen, it is an era in the history of North 
America, when an eastern man may stand upon the 
western bank of the Mississippi, and receiving the 
cordiality of which you have thought proper to 
make me the recipient, to look around upon the 
And cheering beyond ex- 
pression are the anticipations of futarity. When 
we reflect how recent—how very recent has been 


the day when St. Louis began f6 rank itself among 
the cities of our land, we are amazed. How little 
could have been anticipated of all this from the wil- 
derness which but a few short years since, was 
howling here. How little could the most sanguine 
temperament have looked forward to an hour like 
this. Where once was a wilderness, I have beheld 
the coinforts, the luxuries, the refinements of po- 
lished existence. Who shall speak, then, the pros- 
pect of glory for the future? 

You are collected from every quarter of our coun- 
try; and while I recognize many from all the states 
of the Atlantic coast, some there are whom I may 
hail from my own New England. Here, too, are 
those who have measured half the globe of waters 
to find for themselves and their families liberty, 
security and peace; and here are the ancient settlers 
of the soil, whose duty and allegiance we behold 
transferred from-one nation to another. Gentlemen, 
we have not appreciated—never have we appreciat- 
ed the gigantic character of this mighty state, 
She is an infant Hercules—an infant—yet in her cra- 
dle. Her wealth, mineral and agricultural, and of 
“se other species, surpasses all calculation. Her 
wealth beneath and above the ground exceeds that 
of any other nation on the known world, her rivers 
are the finest which roll their currents upon the 

> heal prairies the most extensive and the most 
ertile. 

All this, gentlemen, have I come to see—to view 
with my own eyes, and in my own person. What 
[ am, my fellow countrymen, you all know: Iam a 
plain man. I never set up for any thing: what 
ever else you may accuse me of, it can never be 
said I have. set myself up for any thing. Tama 
farmer, gentlemen, and on the yellow sands of the 
east, many a time have I tilled my father’s field, 
and followed my father’s plough. The farmer’s 
patrimony is the true patrimony of the American 
citizen; our wives and our children are our dearest 
stake, yet they only are dearer than the soil. Give 
me acres; I care not whether upon the rich rolling 
prairie of Missouri, or among the red storm. beaten 
sands of old Plymouth county: there is a warmth of 
hospitality for both, and each is dear to my heart. 
You have a soil of fertility untold—agricultural 
productions never surpassed—every thing in nature 
to give comfort to man. On every side, too, are 
rising the embellishments of art and the improve- 
ments of science: colleges, in a good degreee, ap- 

ear throughout the land—and the institutions of 
enevolence and charity, institutions of every na- 
ture for the melioration of the human condition, 
are scattering wide and far. 

Gentlemen, you have in the sentiment you have 
upon this occasion been pleased to present to me, 
considered me as an individual regardful for the in- 
terest of our whole land. I deny it not. You have 
heard that in my place at Washington I have not 
been indifferent to the interests of the west. It 
has been so; and, gentlemen, if I had not a heart 
noble enough—a soul generous enough—a breast 
sufficiently comprehensive to take in all my coun- 
try—if I could not clasp you all at once in my 
arms, then should I be unfit for my station—unfit 
for a public man. There is but one common tie~ 
our country is one—undivided—entire. 

For a period of fourteen or fifteen years have the 
interests of the west been connected with the pub- 
lic relations of our country, and with all the lead- 
ing movements conducive to her prosperity, I have 
not been unconversant. Internal improvement of 
every character, has been an object of my. public 
life; and I may assert that action upon no important 
feature; clearing of rivers—the building of nation- 
al thoroughfares—the erection of works of com- 
mercial utility—that action in no one of these par- 
ticulars has taken place in our national councils 
without my hearty concurrence and aid. 

As to opinions upon political measures and party 
policy, upon an occasion like the present I would 
offer nothing but those general in their nature, and 
embracing our country and our whole country.— 
Political dogmas I never obtrude; but I will say 
here and elsewhere that which I will live by and 
die by—in congress or out of congress—so long as 
I may claim an interest in the passage of measures 
for the country—so long as I may cast a vote—I 
owe the self-same responsibility to Missouri as to 
Massachusetts. The good citizens of this state 
have not thought proper to return me as a member 
to serve them in the legislature of tbe nation; I 
am sent from the far east—but never—never can I 
stoop to effect the narrow, the mean, the contempti- 
ble policy of consulting the private views of any 
party, any political or sectional prejudice or creed. 
This honest man, God bless him! (exclaimed the 
orator, striking his palm upon the shoulder of a 
hardy yeoman by his side), is as truly my friend as 





i\John Hanecck in Fanuiel Hall! 


though I clasped his hand as the descendant of 
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to be large enough te ta 
coiftrolied by the same laws—acknowledying the 
same national objects—blessed by the same consti- 
Good God! what emo- 
tions does it not call up. The constitution of 
North America! what are the recollections of its 
d its derivation... Go back to the days of 
ers—eobserve the distress—ihe confusion 
the close of our. revolu- 
articles of confederation, 
a rope of sand—a public debt pressing like an in- 
cubus upon the vital energies of the nation and 
threatening to crush its existence, From the thick | rests the 
gloom and tempest of that hour came forth the glo- 
rious constitution under which we now rejoice. I 
ask the scholar to-examine the. pages.of classic an- 
tiquity: let the statesman—the philosopher—the 
historian, wander down the shadowy ages of the 
past, and serntinize every character, and system, 
and code, from the days of Numa and Lycurgus to 
the present, and where may he find the constitution 
which. in its history bas been more interesting, or 
in its operations bas been more productive of peace, 
and happiness, and comfort.to man! No one of us, 
my countrymen, does, perhaps, his duty—his whole 
duty—under the requirements and blessings of such 
a constitution: but where on the face of t 
globe, if but, the last faint glimmering of freedom 
yet lives, is not the constitution of North America 
regarded with enthusiastic feeling? 
southern extremity of our own continent to the 
dark frozen depths of Poland—wherever iron op- 
pression has had her sway—where is itnot contem- 
plated with admiration by day, where is it not the 


tution. 


histo 
your 
—the dismay succeedin 
tionary conflict. 


ke in the interests of all 


The constitution! 


| ulate commerce with foreign nations and among 

e several states.” If this be not so, the constitu- 
tion thus far is a-dead letter. “Congress regulates 
commeree,” A ship is an instrument of commerce 
and every thing in any manner relating to it, from 
its registry through all the minutia of the medicine 
chest—crew—shipping papers—up to its letter of 
clearance—is made. an object of congressional ju- 
risdiction. And is a ship more truly an instrument 
of commerce than money. Is not the currency of 
a country the all important—the grand medium of 








She can bear up under a burden of bad governine, 
hage as your iron mountain! She can withstand 4 
torrent of oppression terrible as that of the Missouyi 
Leave ber the union: leave her the control of exeey. 
tive power: freedom of election, and the other grang 
principles of republican government, end she may 
withstand any thing. As for the “beneficence of 
the treasury,” and “charity of the president,” } yj) 
listen to none of it, Our country is young—she j, 
strong—vigorous—energetic, and she will rise anq 
come out well in the end, If we can hold the mas; 





its commerce?, Thus in congress, in my opinion, 
es ower and right to establish an uniform 
currency for the country. But as well may con- 
gress delegate to the individual states the power 
each of making war and making peace at their 
pleasure, or any other of its powers, as to commit 
to them the jurisdiction over the national currency. 
Indeed, can all the six and twenty states, in the na- 
ture of things establish one uniform, changeless, 
circulating medium for the nation, any more than 
six and twenty men can constitute one uniform un- 
changeable mind? | 
My ideas upon these difficulties are now precise- 
ly what they were seven years ago. As to causes, 
I wish to force my views upon no one—I wish not 





he known | to dogmatize—I will express. my views and shall 


others are equally right. The present troubles, 


From the | then, date back as far as 1832. Our national cur- 


rency then was as good—nay it was better, than 
that of any other country in, the commercial world. 
Exchange had every facility which could be de- 


manded, and passed from my own state in the east 


united until the tempest is over, all will again h. 

well. ; 

In my opinion there can be no Jegal currency but : 
that of the precious metals—gold and silver. By 

what is to be understood by that? No tore no; 

less than the express declaration of our constity. 

tion as. regards ‘‘legal tender.” ‘The idea of no me. 

dium of circulation but ponderous gold and silver js 

perfectly wild—Utopian even where it is possible; 
and the constant diminution of these metals, and 
the increase of luxury by which they are consumed 
renders it more so. But do we desire this? Do 
you or I wish for any thing better than paper, at 
any moment. convertible into coin? I am one of 
those who believe the best never can be made bet. 
ter. How cana notion like this (1am a Yankee, 


be very happy to be convinced. that the views of| gentlemen, and do think it a notion), how cana 


notion like this have entered men’s heads? 

As regards the state of Missouri in relation to 
paper currency, were I making a speech at any 
quarter of the world, or were I preparing a treatise 
on banking, no where could a better illustration of 
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object of the delightful dream of night, that there 
ys exists'one glorious instance of man governing 
imself! Yet, my countrymen, it is our union 
which sanctifies all else. What are our magnifi- 
cent rivers—our rolling inland seas—our mountains 
—prairies—all/—my soul revolts from them dis- 
united and connected in nd gigantic whole. It is 
our union which hallows—ennobles—secures all 
else, I am not accustomed to indulge in despon- 
dency and doubt; but, my countrymen, I must con- 
fess to you, that if this union be once seyered— 
one destroyed—I am not sanguine to believe that 
we or our children’s children shall ever look upon 
another like it. Consider all that extraordinary 
concurrence and succession of events which have 
conduced to rear up the fabric of this nation, and 
think you they will ever again unite to the same 
mighty end? With these views, then, most hearti- 
ly would J concur in the sentiment, which upon 
this occasion has been uttered; and-if these were 
the last words I were ever to utter they should be; 
The constitution of the United States, as it is, the 
invaluable inheritance of American citizens. 
Gentlemen, the unavoidable noise of a concourse 
of people so immense as that before me, will not 
permit me to enter at length into the topics I could 
wish, on the present occasion. I will cast, how- 
ever, a slight glance at the present posture of pub- 
lic affairs. We are in distress—l say we—though 
little do you on this slope of the Allegany ridge 
either know, feel or realize of the distress which 
exists along the Atlantic shore. Itis impossible to 
conceive all the horrors of the present period, ex- 
cept among the busy artisans of the manufacturing 
east. As to the cause of this distress, I have m 
opinion, (‘let us have it,” from the crowd), and T 
have both the right to declare and to withhold it, 
when any modification or peculiarity of cireum- 
stance may demand. But why is the present dis- 
tress?) Why? Never has our country beheld a 
moment of prosperity like the present, in all the 
grand departments of our national character.— 
View her commerce, domestic and foreign—her 
agriculture—her stupendous system of improve- 
ment—when were all more prosperous? But it is 
generally said, and very truly, that there is a de- 
rangement in the circulating medium. How?— 
Where does the difficulty belong? T6 make a lone 
matter very short, we cannot pay aur debts with 
our money—we have a currency which is not cur- 
rent, and money which is no inoney. Neither peo- 
ple nor government can fulfil its contracts. All 
are broke. A man may own honses, and lands, 
and horses, and cattle, prairie land. bank stock, 
town lots, and all, but how shall he manage from 
all this property, with lawful money, to pay a law- 
ful debt?) My bill for my lodging at my hotel will 
to-morrow be due. I hope my landlord is a good 
natured man, and will take Mississippi money.— 
But amid all this trouble and trial and confusion, 
old Uncle Sam growls sullenly on, and pays no- 
-body nothing, as we say at the north. 
As regards banks, whatever may be their effect 
upon our financial concerns, I conceive it to be 
clearly the duty of congress by some method to 
supply a good, and durable currency. This is one 


vent this was exerted in vain, 


which afforded relief. 


from thence alone. 


ing payment again? 


y |restoration of the Jews! 
without the sight.” 


chartered. 


tration or opposition. 


ion i itie § 1¢ 10 
I will agree to nothing | suspension_in the northern cities, passed 1! 


thousand fritters! 
attack on the constitution. 





of the great objects of its delegated power, *‘to re- 





its operation and advantage be presented, than upon 


to the city of St. Louis at but one half of one per| this very spot. Away in old Massachusetts, where 
Then the bank df the U. States was decreed . 
to wind up business in 1836, . Every efiort to pre- | that—why a metallic currency to some extent will 
The consequence | answer. Every circumstance forbids it here. The 
of this movement was, that lesser banks swarmed | resources of the country—the rich prairies, the in- 
up all over the land. Next came the removal of| exhaustible mines of lead and iron—require credit 
the deposites; and the throwing such a vast increase | to their development, which cannot be ailorded 
of capital into the yaults of the banks, induced | without some expansion of the circulating medium 
them to lend very largely, and encouraged all to|—the assistance of paper readily convertible into 
borrow; then followed the vast and unwarrantable | gold and silver. 
expansion of trade which we have witnessed, and| _ In conclusion, let me urge upon every American 
here may have resulted what is popularly termed | citizen his duty at this crisis, or very little may 
overtrading, though we cannot easily understand | be expected from the government. We must be 
its meaning. But understand or not, here we are, | sober—serious now. We have had the heyday of 
and now without lingering upon the past, we re- | our prosperity, and our only fault has been we have 
quire the best counsel which the present can fur- | forgotten the means by which it was superinduced 
nish. All seems now as clear as it ever did. t 
have had experiefee on this point, you will adwit. | common interest, and we must stand or we must 
I early entered upon the arena of public life, and | fall together. I have been called with chagrin to 
have taken no inactive part in its event. 


the people are thick as mustard-seeds and good at 


I| and sustained. Let us remember we have all one 


I was in| see at atime like this, and on such a subject, at- 
ress in 1816 when specie payments were be- | tempts to rouse one body of men against anotlier, as 
fore suspended, ‘and I then introduced the bill | the farmer against the merchant. I hope there is 
I have seen, then, times| no bad design here, but all in charity, I fear there 
like the present, and I have seen thein pass by;|is. Upon the hard working laborer indeed, will a 
and now do you ask me whence comes our help? depreciation of the currency like the present Pies 
I reply, from the government of the U. States;| the hardest, when at the close of his daily a 
Of this L am sure—upon, {his | he receives a ragged paper for one bit, two bits, 

I risk my political reputation, my honor, my all. It| all payable somewhere, nobody can say wee 
is an easy thing for 1500 state banks to suspend|and fit for notbing but to light his candle. ae 
specie payments, hand over hand, one after another, | yet, who sees not the utter folly of declaring 
but will it be as easy for all to follow in commence- | that one currency may be well for the rich a 
He who expects to live to see | and another for the poor man? They might : 
all these 26 states resuming specie payment in re-| well tell us, that there’s no difference in the e 
ular succession once more, may expect to see the | mosphere we breathe. If-health and happiness ® 
Never!—‘“he wiil die | received by the rich man from this bounty of yes 
As for myself, I own not| ture, be sure you, my fellow citizens, will receive 
a shilling in any bank on the face of the earth. 
But what says history—experience. 


the same; and if ague, and miasmna and fever come 


During 48} to you, depend upon it ague, miasma and = 
year@ has been the experiment on the currency: | will not be escaped by hin. In the present a 
for 40 of them there was a national bank in opera- | of distress look for aid to the people—the ae 
tion, during which there was no derangement of| of the people, "!xperience, too, declares, at 
the currency—for eight years of this period there | national bank, Our etforts pad this subject, they 
has been none, and for eight years there has been | been crushed, but my sentiments now i's wi 
general Washington, from the| were in ’32, and when I learn better I will acq 
mere necessity and trials of the times, at the sug-|esce. , ’ Re ‘eopate- 
gestion of Hamilton, then secretary of the treasury| Gentlemen: Again permit me to tender my i 
to congress, signed the bill for a national bank; and | ful thanks for your kindness and hospitality et ‘ 
just so in 1816 from the mere extremity of the case, | have been with you. Whether T remain 1 pi fer 
under Madison’s administration was a national bank | life or retire from it, you will ever Se raialitr- 
The eight intervening years like Pha- | vent regards, and never can I forget the cordial ; 
raoh’s lean kine, in succession have destroyed their | the generosity—the kindness, I have receiv‘ 
sa ov irs Ps a 
xéutlemen, I know not what is designed to be Ce . 
done in the approaching congress of September.— uiN, HAMILTON'S LETTER. 
But for one, [am willing to take any thing reasona- * . aft. ¢. 
ble, effectual, constitutional, and not dangerous to| To Nicholas Biddle, esq. pres t of the bank 0 abli¢ 
our liberties, be it from A, B or C, from adminis- Str: The citizens of Charleston, at a aoe 
But mark me! I will sup-| meeting held on the 18th May, for the er se 
port nothing like relief—temporary relief—nothing | considering the expediency of the ban t on the 
which will extend executive prerogative the one- | city suspending specie payment, consequen 
thonsandth part of an inch. j 
which shall shake the glorious fabric of the consti- | lowing resolution: . banks if 
tution. Sooner would I with profane hands, seize| ‘Resolved, That the presidents of the he 3 CO 
your noble flag above my head, and tear it into ten| this city be requested to establish forthwi ut 
I will endure any thing but an|respondence with the banks of the other co 
And we can—our no-| cial cities of the union, for the purpose © fo py 
ble country can endure any thing—every thing.—! early measures for the resumption of speci® i’ 


your. ands. 





From the Charleston Mercury. 


- ~ 


<3 0 {hs 


fol- 


5 


f taking 











he different 
orresponcen 
ions in the. ¢ 
myself was ‘ 
jth you on 
prehends. 
written YOU, 
munication. 
ng you dire 
rreat power 
over whic 
prominent p 
ould seem 
banks are te 
alutary rett 
hat in this ¢ 
experience 
States, shou 
object of cc 
bof the othe 
ment of thi 
I feel, I t 
tively short 
of banking 
should cert 
gestion I a 
EFFECT! 
PAYMEN 
offered by 
that sort 0 
founded as 
ripe exper 
But the 
ed, in whi 
under, gre 
trivial mo: 
neral and 
would jus 
however | 
frecly, as 
vice of us 
| IT must 
= conflict v 
B last six | 
| supporter 
other wot 
vocates 0 
ed or con 
COUNT 
| tion by t 
I have n 
the cont 
which I 
purehas¢ 
bank ov 
moment 
all times 
spirit of 
seems it 
What 
abstract 
new yo 
of cons’ 
ling unt 
the ante 
; dison, t 
la,as a 
quillity 
and sta 
But 
whatey 
a publi 
provid: 
mocrac 
the ad 
be in | 
tions o 
of exr 
Vindic 
F on vol 
me mv ov 
Fri Ho 
be me 
me = Warla 
of ar 
State: 
whole 
and | 
By 
whic] 
be ay 
powe 
W; 
oDini 
ed to 
but a 





















ay) 
da 
iri! 
Y. 
nd 
ay 
of 
vil] 
is 
und 
agg 
be 


but : 


But 
nor 
itu. 
me. 
r is 
ble; 
and 
hed 
Do 
at 
> of 
bet. 
cee, 
ina 


n to 
any 
tise 
n of 
pon 
nere 
d at 
w)]] 
The 
ins 
redit 
ded 
ium 
into 


ican 
may 
t be 
y of 
have 
reed 
one 
nust 
n to 
, at: 
r, ag 
e 3 
here 
ill a 
ress 
toil 
bits, 
ere, 
And 
ring 
man 
t as 
> al 
g are 
Nae 
eive 
‘ome 
ever 
riod 
ass 
ve a 
have 
they 


“qui: 


rate- 
ice | 
ublic 
y {ere 
ity- 
Ti at 


, s 
ubhic 
Se of 



















































































































































igen, 


this fie 


n the 
) fol- 


is in 
core 
mere 
king 


pi 










| vice of us all. 


§ conflict which has been going on at least for the 
S last six years, between the government and. the 


} other words, between the credit system and the ad- 
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that when this measure does take place, it 
_ he simultaneous throughout the United States, 
‘ with the least possible disturbance to the ex- 
- ves of the country.” 
vehe resolution was referred to the presidents of 
ferent bavks, and an allotment made for the 
ondence of each, with the several institu- 
~ inthe, commercial cities of the union, and to 
yell was assigned the honor of communicating 
"th you on the important subject which it com- 
rhends. ‘The private letter which I have already 
sitten you, Bust have prepared you for this com- 
nynication. I shall make no apology for address- 
nx you directly through the public press. The 
reat power and extensive influence of the bank 
ever which you preside (to say nothing of the 
vrominent position you yourself personally occupy) 
ould seem to make it eminently proper, if the 
hanks are to co-operate in effecting an early and 
alutary return of the country to a sound currency, 
nat in this effort your exertions, enlightened by the 
experience You have had in the finances of the U. 
States, should be directed to the highly important 
object of combining and concentrating the action 
of the other banks in the union, to the accomplish- 
A ment of this most desirable result. 

| feel, I trust, all the diffidence which a compara- 
tively short experience in the practical operations 
of banking ought to impress upon my mind, and I 
should certainly have vastly preferred that the sug- 
vestion 1am about to make for AN EARLY AND 
EFFECTUAL RESUMPTION OF SPECIE 
PAYMENTS on the part of the banks, had been 
offered by one who could have given his opinions 
that sort of authority which results from a repute 
founded as well upon the public confidence, as on 
ripe experience and acknowledged ability. 

But the dark crisis in which the country is plac- 
ed, in which even the evils we are now suffering 
under, great as they are, seein comparatively of 
trivial moment to those yet in reserve, if some ge- 
neral and signal effort is not made for its relief, 
would justify the most humble man in the union, 
however humble his own contingent, to present it 
frecly, as an offering for the common and joint ser- 


ents; 


he di 
orresp 






I must therefore bezin by premising that if the 


4 


‘supporters of a bank of the United States, or in 


vocates of a metallic circulation, 1s not compromis- 
ed or composed, it will end in the RUIN OF THE 
COUNTRY. I have been brought to this cunvic- 
tion by the most painful yet unequivocal omens. 
I have not the slightest hostility to yourbank. On 
the contrary, in the very extensive intercouse 
which I have had with it, commencing with the 
purehase of your Charleston branch in 1885, by the 
bank over which I preside, down to the present 
moment of cur frequent correspondence, I have at 
all tines recognized the great liberality and public 
spirit of accommodation by which your institution 
seems invariably to be governed. 


Whatever, therefore, inay be my opinions on the 
power of congress to re- 
new your charter (which incline to the rigid school 
of construction), for one, I should have been wil- 
© ling under the decision of the supreme court and 
the anterior approval of the bank bill by Mr. Ma- 


abstract question of the 
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but think if the conjuncture which will be present- 
ed to congress on the Ist September next, be met 
by the executive and the national legislature, by 
the leading statesmen in beth its branches, and by 
the influential banks of the United States, (more 
especially by your Own), in the proper spirit and 
with the means and measures that will be in the 
possession of all these functionaries, public and 
private, specie payments may be resumed in a very 
short period after the meeting of congress, and in 
four months after the commencement of its session 
—the constitution of the U. States be so amended 
that our currency will be placed on a basis of pros- 
perity and security which I trust will be imperish- 
able. Before I venture to indicate with all due de- 
ference what appear to me to be the proper means 
os tick aie these desirable results, it will not be 
amiss to say a word or two on those causes which 
have contributed most effectually to produce our 
present sufferings and embarrassrents. 

The primary and efficient cause of the present 
embarrassments of the United States, is to be found 
in a want of uniformity in our currency, which re- 
sults from there being no legal or constitutional re- 
straint on its issues. This 1s,a consequence of our 
complex form of government. In twenty-six states, 
each of them assuming and exercising the sovereign 


t 
i 


to an unlimited extent, without the smallest check }- 
or control, except what they think proper to impose 
on themselves, no other effects could possibly have 
been predicted, than those which have actually oc- 
curret.. 
Any remedy which falls short of gradually ar- 
resting this evil, is absolutely worthless and un- 
availing. Upon this point, I desire at the close of 
this communication to make a few suggestions, 
which comprehend a possible cure for this evil, 
which may, I think, be usefully employed. 
These laboratories of paper money, in the differ- 
ent states, more especially in the new states of the 
west, were pampered into existence, or met by a 
gigantic spirit of public enterprize, which sprung 
out of the general peace in, Europe, from the na- 
tural development of the vast resources of our 
country, as well as from the extraordinary disco- 
veries in mechanical philosophy, by which a new 
and alinost miraculous impulse has been given to, 
public improvements throughout the world. The 
means which man possesses of increasing indefi- 
nitely his physical power by the agency of steam, 
has been most emphatically illustrated in the last 
five years, both in England and America. The 
rail roads and canals, public and private edifices, 
and I may say towns, b::‘lt or in the course of con- 
struction, in both countries, produced a demand for 
the immediate creation of a circulating medium, 
which should be the representative of the amount 
of exchangezble value thus created, which the pre- 
cicus metals could not possibly afford. Hence the 
demand for paper money, and where existing banks 
could not supply this demand, joint stock compa- 
nies were created in England, without number, un- 
der the act of George [V, and the sovereign power 
of the states on this side of the water, was invoked 
to incorporate new banks, almost to an indefinite 
extent. The stimulns thus given to the curtency 
of both countries, was met by a short crop of cot- 
ton in 1835, which, with a superabundant issve in 
the circulatior, carried prices up at once to a maxi- 





(ison, to consider the whole matter as res adjudica- 


- ta, as a point definitely settled for the public tran- | reer of speculation little short of madness. Manu- 
quillity. if not for the interest we all feel in a sound | factures, goods, wares and merchandise, cotton, 


and stable currency. 


But whatever may be your opinion, sir, or on, 
Whatever ground [ may be willing to compromise 
a publie question, is a matter of very little motnent, 
provided it should be found in a representative de- 
mocracy like ours, that the people are arrayed on 
the adverse side, or an executive should happen to 
2 In power ready with his veto to obey the sanc- | 
tons of his own conscience, his own convictions 
©: expediency and justice, (or if you please his 
vindictive prejudices) by putting an extinguisher 
6n your hypothesis financial and constitutional, or 


mv own, 


How, then, it may be asked, is this difficulty to | country, of one hundred and seventy-nine millions, 

How is this perpetual 
are between the government or the supporters 
a metallic currency, and the bank of the United 
(a conflict which promises to engulph the 
‘€ country in convulsion and ruin) to be stayed 
and put at rest forever? I answer explicitly.— 

y the spirit of conciliation and compromise, by 
of ten, public danger is to 
° averted, when force and violence prove utterly 


2 net and surmounted? 
Wari 


of 
States, 
who! 


Which, nine times out 


Powerless, 


- re 

‘ Without a presnmptuous confidence in my own 
pimions, (for God knows the crisis is well calcyplat- 

get, amidst appalling difficulties, any thing 

9 Sanguine reliance on ourselves), I cannot 


ec] to be 
but a to 


mum, which precipitated both countries into a ca- 


lands, slaves and every chattel, if we may so speak, 


tion which, many ex post facto prophets have since 
predicted were dizzy and insecure. Still the de- 
rand for more banks was insatiable, and not te be 
appeased. According to the most authentic re- 
‘turns, we have seen that within the last seven years, 
three hundred and fifty-seven new banks have been 
created in the United States, besides one hundred 
and forty-six branches, which, added to those pre- 
viously in existence, made a total of six hundred 
and sixty-seven banks. This produced a corres- 
ponding augmentation of the banking capital of the 





and an increase in the circulaticn of paper money 


an unlimited issue of paper money, to which, in an 
era like the one through which we have just passed, 
as salutary as may be the check of a bank of the 
United States, on inordinate issues in ordinary 


will induce you to tolerate this remark. 
nothing can illustrate more powerfully the extrava- 
gant spirit of speculation which infected the whole 
country, than the fact, that the legislature of your 
state should have given your bank a charter for the 
enormous sum of thirty-five millions, with the im- 
mense banking capital it had previously authorised 
by law, without the faculty of legalizing the circu- 
lation of one cent beyond its own limits. Let us 
be just, before we are severe in our judgments. 
The whole country is tc blame by a direct agency 
in bringing about a state of things to whic 
measures of our government may have efficiently 
contributed, but which these measures could not. 
have entirely produced. 


real, personal and mixed, rose fo a point of eleva-} 


ey, 


imes, it would rather have had to obey the general 
mpulse; of which I think the course of events in 


your own bank, in Philadelphia, afiords the strong- 
est exponent. 


Iam sure your own magnanimity and frankness 
Indeed 


the 


It indicates no masterly spirit of philosophy to be 


harping on mere secondary causes at best, when the 


great sources of existing evils are left unexplored. 
attributes of authorising the manufacture of money, | The strife which is now waging on whom to fix the 


exclusive responsibility of great public calamities, is 
unworthy of the spirit of those who must approach 
the distemperature in our public affairs in a widely 
different tone. Let me, however, not be misun- 
derstood. I think general Jackson committed great 
and mischievous mistakes in tampering with the 
currency of the country. That he endangered its 
best interests by his attachment to a futile hypothe- 
sis, practicable alone through a wise and. gradual 
induction. That ag in one of his early messages he 
waved his constitutional scruples in regard to the 
charter of a bank of the United States, he ought to 
have given his assent with salutary modification to 
a recharter of your bank, or afiorded to congress 
the projet of a fiscal agent by which the public 
money would have been secure in deposite, and 
the circulation of the country kept as far as practi- 
cable in ahealthy condition, and under a safe control. 
I moreover think nothing could have been more 
injudicious, than his removal of the public depo- 
sites from the custody of your institution, nor anv 
thing more unwise than the treasury circular. The 
last was in fact a premium to the speculations of ca- 
pitalists, and augmented with many concomitant ills, 
the very evil it was designedto cure. But all these 
singly, or in coinbination, were unable to produce 
the great revnision which has taken place in the 
trade, agriculture and commerce of both England 
and America. As well might the sails of a wind- 
mill standing on a promontory which overlooks the 
ocean, fan into existence the tornedo which upturns 
its mighty bosom. England, with her government 
bank, and without a removal of the deposites of her 
treasury, or a treasury circular, is suffering from 
identical evils resulting from identical causes— 
overtrading, extravagant speculation and paper 
money. The crisis does not call for, but absolutely 
repudiates, on the part of the government. and the 
advocates of a bank of the United States, the mutual 
indulgence in that spirit of reproach and recrimina- 
tion, to which both parties have so painfully re- 
sorted. Except to avoid the mistakes we have 
committed, it is useless tolook back. Letus move 
forward with a determination to Jay asice all con- 
tests for political power, all party strife, and all sel- 
fish and personal prejudices or attachments, and in 
one united and immediate effort, to rescue the coun- 
try from impending ruin. 

This, I would fain hope, can be accomplished by 
a spirit of compromise and concession on the part 
of the government of the United States, and those 
who may be called the advocates of the credit sys- 
tem, which has taken such deep root and exercises 
such pervading influence among us. 

It may be assumed that our present cmbarrass- 
ments have divided the country into two parties. 
That they consequently offer the following antago- 
nist remedies: 

Ist. The organ of the government indicates a de- 





‘amounting to one hundred and twenty-five mil- 
lions. 

Now, sir, I consider these effects to have heen al- 
together beyond the control of the general govern- 
ment. That they sprung from the contagious in- 


would have occurred with or without the existence 
of the bank of the. United States proper, or the re- 


sury circular. 


fluence of the spirit of speculation, or if you please 
the genius of the age in which we live, that they 


moval of the deposites, or general Jackson’s trea- 
In one word, they resulted from the 
great demand fora circulating medium, and the un- 


termination to divorce the government from all con- 
nection with banks, to have its own strong box, and 
by compelling the payment of all government dues 
in specie, to bring the country back toa hard moncy 
currency. 

2dly. The supporters of a credit system are sim- 
ply in favor of a recharter of the bank of the United 
States by congress, and believe that by the salutary 
operation of this institution on the circulation and 
exchanges of the country, the present evils would 
be cured with the least possible disturbance to the 
great interests of the country. 

The limits to which my own inclinations and a 








limited power of the states to meet this demand, by 





due regard for your patience assign me, forbid my 
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treating the large and profoundly interesting topics 
comprehended jn these propositions, in a manner 
which their own importance would seem to demand. 
They cannot, however, be passed over. in silence. 
It must, I think, be obvious to any man of reflection, 


that if it should be desirable that coin should either 


form the sole constituent, or enter more largely into 
our circulation, this end is only to be accomplished, 
safely and beneficially, by a gradual process; by 
which the country shall be even insensible of the 
change which is going on in the standard of value. 
The truth is, this country and Great Britain have been 
built up by the credit system, or, in other words, 
of a paper circulation; if not at all times converti- 
ble into specie, at least at all times having its value 
guaged by gold and silver. If the government had 
the despotic power of annihilating every bank in 
the. United States at a blow, and of burning 
every bank note by the hand of the common hang- 
man, it would only Jead to a ruin and transfer of 
property, greater and far more desolating than have 
signalized the footsteps of the most sanguinary re- 
volution which has occurred in the world. Ifthere- 
fore, geceroinent was to attempt partially the ac- 
complishment of this end, by the means which have 
been announced, it must produce a climax in our 
present suffering, and fill the whole country with 
convulsion and alarm. The truth.is, the institutions 
and habits of a people are not to be torn up ina day. 
The excessive issues of paper money has had much 
to do with our present difficulties, but the emission 
of credits, in the shape of a convertible circulation, 
when well sustained and guaranteed by specie and 
its equivalent in solid securities, have made Eng- 
land and America what they are, whilst a hard 
money currency has not prevented Spain and Italy 
from sinking into their present condition of debase- 
ment and imbecility. . 
The mere fact of not making paper money a legal 
tender in ordinary times, is an effective security 
for its solidity tou the public. Mr. Burke, in the 
grandeur which belonged to his genius, said forty- 
seven years ago, in speaking of the currency of 
England, as contrasted with that of France, “our 
pe money is of value in commerce, because in 
aw itis none. It is powerful on change, because 
in Westininster Hall, it is impotent. In payment 
of a debt of twenty shillings, a creditor may refuse 
all the paper of the bank of England. Nor is there 
amongst us a single public security of any quality 
or nature whatsoever, that is enforced by authority. 
In fact it may be easily shewn that our paper wealth, 
instead of lessening the real coin, has a tendency to 
increase it. Instead of a substitute for money, it 
only facilitates its entry, its exit and its circulation; 
that it is the symbol of prosperity, and not the 
badge of distress.”” There is quite as much of true 
philosophy and sound sense in this passage, as of 
verbal. elegance. The history, both of England 
and America proves it. Limit the circulation of 
paper to its representative in coin, and the securi- 
ties of substantial property, and acountry is at once 
blessed with a currency sound, safe and healthy, 
and competent to perform all the transfers and ex- 
changes of her trade, commerce and agriculture. 
To atiord, however, to the public a security for the 


application of this limit, is the difficulty. This |§ 


nevertheless is a duty and trust of every civilized 
government, and involves an obligation that can 
neither be compromised or postponed. It is a duty 
which our government must perform, If they have 
not the constitutional power, it must be conferred 
by an amendment of the constitution. It is in vain 
to speak immediately of the destruction of every 
bank in the country, even if this measure was desir- 
able, it could not be accomplished with safety in 
less then thirty years, and then by process the most 
gradual and healing. The effort to establish a hard 
money currency for the government, and at the 
same time that the people should have one of paper 
for themselves, must perpetuate our present embar- 
rassments, and if practicable, must end in calamity 
and convulsion. The truth is not to be concealed, 
sir, that if the advocates of a hard money cur- 
rency could succeed in carrying their favorite 
hypothesis into practical operation, every man 
whose liabilities amounted to one-fifth part’ of his 
actual property, would be ruined. I leave any 
man who is acquainted with the character of 
our people, to decide if they would permit colo- 
nel Benton to put us like mice into his great 
metallic retort for the purpose of ascertaining how 
Jong we could breathe in this exhausted receiver. 
I have no toleration for theories that are to place 
nine-tenths of the country under the parental cus- 
tody of the sheriff; or to consign some of the best 
men among us to the despair which sudden poverty 
brings upon those who have others to curse and not 
themselves for their ruin. 
Whilst I feel the utter absurdity, not tosay wick- 
dness of precipitating the country suddenly into a 





great and alarming change in its currency, I am not 
insensible of the signal evils which are of the other 
hand incident to a profuse issue of paper money, 
which, combined with a spirit of extravagant specu- 
lation, have brought us precisely to our present 
condition, 

I shall therefore now proceed with the greatest 
possible brevity, but with the utmost deference, to 
suggest what seem to me to be appropriate remedies 
to meet the evils of the present crisis. 

Ist. I shall speak of those which are of a perma- 
nent character, which I think will approximate to 
a gradual, though effective cure of our currency. 

2d. Of those of a temporary character, but by 
which however, the banks might at an early day 
resume specie payments, and from which immedi- 
ate relief might be afforded, and the present em- 
barrassments essentially mitigated, or entirely re- 
moved. 


Ist: No permanent cure can be applied to the 
existing distemperature of our currency, except 
through a fixed provision of the constitution and 
laws by which the bank capital of the United 
States shall not be increased hereafter; but on the 
contrary, be gradually diminished by the falling in 
of the charters of existing banks until the amount 
of capital among the states shall reach a point to be 
apportioned by some ratio among them, that shall be 
deemed safe and proper. Perhaps a ratio that shall 
be compounded of population and exports, would be 
the safest rule of proportion. 

For this and the following purposes, it woul: be 
necessary to obtain an amendment of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. 


1st. This amendment ought to contain likewise 
the explicit grant to congress of the authority to 
incorporate a bank of the United States, with such 
limitations against the abuse of power as experience 
may have suggested. ‘This provision ought to pro- 
hibit the government of the United States holding 
more than one-eighth of the stock of the said bank, 
for which it should be entitled to but one sixteenth 
of its representative power in the election of direc- | 
tors. 

2d. The states should likewise solemnly abjure 
the power of incorporating a bank beyond the 
amount of capital fixed as the ratio, and confer 
upon congress the power of determining the de- 
nomination of the bills to be issued, in order that in 
this essential particular the currency might be uni- 
forin throughout the United States. 


The object of this last provision will be obvious, 
Congress might through the instrumentality of this 
power, gradually increase tie metallic circulation, 
by enacting for example, that no state should after 
the year forty issue a note of a less denomination 
than five dollars, in forty-five of ten, and in fifty of 
a less denomination than twenty dollars. A scheme 
which Mr. Calhoun disclosed in his able speech on 
the currency. In this mode I conceive that the 
banking capital of the country might be brought 
down, the paper currency diminished, and the 
metallic circulation gradually augmented without 
any dangerous disturbance of the standard of value. 


It is a most fortunate circumstance “that as con- 
ress will meet on the Ist of September, the amend- 
ment might be passed by that body, proposed to 
the legislatures of all the states which will be in 
session in the course of the winter, and if ratified 
by three-fourths, become a part of the constitution 
by the Ist of March next. 


I hope it may not be deemed unseasonable, that 
I should offer a few reasons in favor of amending 
the constitution, to place beyond a doubt, the au- 
thority of congress to incorporate a bank, and if 
conferred, that I should offer a few reflections on 
the expediency of rechartering your bank with 
some modifications which may be of salutary im- 
portance. 

Although you may think it mere surplusage to 

amend the constitution of the United States in this 
important particular, yet the country has been so 
seriously divided on this great question, that it be- 
comes a matter of the highest public concern, that 
the union should no longer be agitated on this ex- 
citing topic. . 
Yon are, moreover, well aware, that most of the 
objections to a bank of the United States, have ra- 
ther been as to the constitutional competency of 
congress to ereate one, than to the policy of this 
fiscal agent, of great and salutary use, if under 
effective control and able and faithful manage- 
ment. 

By an amendment of the constitution every pre- 
text of opposition will be taken away froin those 
who, in point of iact, must admit the great usefl- 
ness of this agent, and in the organic process by 
which all power is conferred under our govern- 
ment, the question passes deliberately before the 





differenti states, and under sanctioas which will in- 


sure a publie acquiescence in the measure. 

think a preference should be given to the recharte, 
of the present bank of the United States, fur Seve. 
ral reasons which appear to me Satisfactory, | 
the first place, by teking your bank, the bankin. 
capital of the United States is not inereased, 

new institution would augment this capital proba. 
biy some forty or fifty millions, and revive that 
licentious spirit of speculation, which it is the jy. 
terest of the country to have allayed. Your ingsjj. 


‘tution is, moreover, in the exercise of its full func. 


tions with its capital paid in, and in possession of 
all the capacities for immediately acting beneficial] 

upon the currency of the country. I do not think 
the government ought to incorporate your bank 
without your stockholders should consent to sur. 
render one half of your capital on their receiving 
either the par value of the stock so surrendered 
or its actual value as estimated pro rata, by adding 
your surplus, so that the stock of the present 
stockholders of the bank of the United States might 
be brought down to about fifteen millions, that the 
other twenty millions be divided between the go. 
vernment and other banks. That a bank in the 
city of New York should be selected as your 
branch, whose capital your bank should take as 
your stock, letting the stockholders in at par for 
the amount of their stock, a bank be likewise se- 
lected in Boston, Providence, Baltimore, Norfolk. 
Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and New Orleaus, 
and the rest of your capital of thirty-five millions 
to be divided between the government and other 
commercial points where it would be expedient to 
establish branches. I would not, if IT had the pow- 
er, give you a renewal of your charter on any other 
terms, because this scheme involves no dangerous 
augmentation of the banking capital of the United 
States, which as a whole, ought not on any account 
to be increased. It is true that in several of the 
states this capital might be safely augmented, and 
perhaps ifthe amendment of the constitution was 
adopted, which I have suggested in some of them, 


|it would be found that their capital had not reached 


the ratio which might be fixed for their proportion, 
South Carolina for example, will judiciously bear 
an increase of her banking capital, as it is not equal 
to the separate value of ber exports, throwing her 
internal trade and exchanges out of the question. 
Still looking to the whole interests of the country, 
it would be of vital importance that the process ra- 
ther of reduction than increase, should be promptly 
commenced. 

I have thus far, sir, very imperfectly sketched 
what I believe to be a probable cure for the unsound 
state of the currency of the country. You perceive 
that at Jeast the remedy involves no-sudden or pe- 
rilous change in either its’existing bank capital or 
circulation. The process combinds a gradual re- 
duction of the one, and the gradual increase of 
the precious metals, by a withdrawal at safe inter- 
vals, of the smaller notes from the currency. 

I should have felt much greater diffidence in of- 
fering these suggestions to your consideration, in 
relation to the amendment of the constitution, if 
they had not been confirmed by nearly the same 
views which I found had been taken up by a distin- 
guished gentleman of this state, (col. Blanding), 
who at the head of the Commercial bank of Colum- 
bia, enjoys in atu eminent degree, the public confi- 
dence as a skillful and able financier. It gives me 
great pleasure to acknowledge, that for some of the 
suggestions of this amendment, I ain indebted to his 
acuteness and sound experience. 

Having thus disposed of the permanent remedies 
for the debasement of our currency, which look for 
their exercise to an amendment of the constitution, 
let me now say a few words of those which are 
within the ‘legislative competency of congress and 
within the reach of those who direct the measures 
of our banks, which can be promptly applied, and 
frova which the power of resuming specie payments 
on the part of the banks, may with very little de- 
lay be obtained. 

In the first place, I believe nothing is wanting 
now but a proper concert among the leading bank- 
ing institutions of the country, with a proper ur- 
derstanding with the government, to enable us ll 
at an early day, recommence redeeming our notes 
in coin. 

The object of this communication is to bring 
about this concert and this understanding. 

I therefore suggest to you that the presidents of 
the banks of Philadelphia have a meeting, and address 
a circular to the b:nks of the different commercial 
cities of the United States, rezuesting the banks of 
each city to appoint one of iis presidents as a deputy, 
to meet in Philadelphia, on the second Monday in .1u- 
gusl next, for the purpose of conferring as to ihe means 
and period of resuming specie payments, that the same 
mity be universal and simultaneous on a certain dey; 
throughout the United States. With this view I 
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{ suggest, that at this meeting a deputation 


a be appointed to attend the session of con- 


ass, that by a proper understanding, the banks 
wee rom tly co-operate with the measures of go- 
oy nent in bringing aDout the greatly to be desir- 
ed resumption. — hy a2 : 
| have very: little doubt with this concert, if the 
vernment will issue treasury notes bearing such 
F, moderate rate of interest as shall not retard their 
rick circulation for the instalments of the surplus 
venue hereafter falling due to the several states, 
ejeemable in six, nine and twelve months, by the 
aposite banks, and at their cost, that specie pay- 
nents may be resuined contemporaneously with the 
ssueof these exchequer bills. They would stand 
.fectively in the place of specie, noderate the de- 
,and for it, and by being made payable at different 
noints in the union, serve the purposes of exchange.. 
Rofore they were exhausted the new crop of cotton 
‘ould be in market, to enable us to pay our foreign 


font at the present, the banks are acting without 
the slightest concert, and as far as I can learn, with- 
out the smallest understanding with the govern- 
ment. The existing state of things for the interest 
nnd honor of our country should not be permitted 
» last one hour beyond the meeting of congress. 
The longer an irredeemable paper currency is 
»-rmitted to continue, the more difficult becomes 
the resumption of payments in coin. Like opium, 
23 you have very justly remarked in your letter to 
me, the dose constantly requires doubling until 
prostration and death ensue. 

What we may do this year in redeeming our 
country from this stupefying lethargy, may become 
‘impossible the next; untls we have fixed upon us 
one of the greatest curses that can scourge a civiliz- 
ed community, an inconvertible paper currency.— 
When this evil comes in its full potency, and paper 

Yis rejected universally as a legal tender by private 
Tcreditors, as well as that great public creditor, the 
Peoverninent, and the sheriff will take nothing but 
Pcoin for his levies, then revolution and bloodshed 
are not long in the rear. It is in a period like this 
that the great authority to which I have before re- 

Baferred, says: “That a man can neither earn or buy 
a dinner without a speculation. What he receives 
Hin the morning will not have the same value at 

inight. What he is compelled to take as pay for an 

Fold debt, will not be received as the same when he 
comes to pay a debt contracted by himself, nor will 
it be the same when by prompt payment he would 
Pavoid contracting any debt at all. Industry must 
/witheraway. Economy mnst be driven from your 

Fscountry. Careful provision will have no existence. 

Who will labor without knowing the amount of his 

spay? Who will study to increase what none can 

estimate? Who will accumulate, when he does not 
know the value of what he saves? If you abstract 
>it from its uses, in gaining to accumulate your pa- 

per wealth, it would be, not the providence of a 
Sinan, but the distempered instinct of a jack-daw.” 
| The picture of the condition of the currency in 
’ France, during her portentous revolution is the type 

of what in the process of tine must be the state of 

| our own, if the efforts of every man in the country, 

who has the smallest influence adventitious or di- 

> rect, 1s not strenuously applied to our redemption 
>from the dark calamity with which we are threaten- 
sed. The banks in the principal commercial cities 
may do much to bring about this desirable result, but 

) Without the cordial co-operation of government, 

© they can do nothing. 

» Anxious that this aid of government, should be 
| torded, I have referred with all possible modera- 
7 tion to those topics of exasperation by the tendency 

| of which it is designed to fix upon the past and 
Present administration, the entire responsibility of 
those disasters into which we have been precipitat- 
> ¢d. Icould have made this Jetter redolent of sar- 
casm and vituperation against those in power. But 
iny object was not to say harsh things, to augment 


S 


I deemed it better in 


a of your eminent influence to ‘bear in accom- 
plishing an elieetive remedy for the evils under 
whieh we are suifering. I believe the government 
Mee yourself and a few of the leading banks in 
™~ _mnercion cities of the union can in a very 
Ort period after the meeting of congress, apply 
merc 6 But if in preference to ‘a course of 
seenante parabens action, of forbearance, tem- 
: r = aud moderation, the effort should be made 
canta n an uncompromising and unqualified re- 
rter of a bank of the United States; if in prefer- 
to looking singly to a cure of public calami- 
those in opposition should alone seek to con- 


the present administration of the exclusive 


ties, 
Vict 


effort be made for the purpose of anointing some 
new candidate for the presidency, depend upon 
it, from this convulsion of faction we are destined 
to pass through a crisis the darkness of which no 
man can esti:nate or foretell. 1 cannot believe that 
the co-operation of the executive of the United 
States, will be withheld in uniting on some safe 
and practicable scheme for relieving the country 
from these calamities. ‘Lhe crisis demands that he 
should rise above the inere trainmels of party. To 
this he will be impelled by those impulses of his 
own ambition which must find its aliment in the 
safety, honor and happiness of bis country. 

But in the work of remedy and conciliation, 
your institution may be made the rallying point.— 
Let us then leave no effort untried to accomplish 
this result. On it depend the public credit, honor, 
peace and prosperity of our country. 

In conclusion, I beg leave.to subscribe myself, 
with great esteem and consideration, very respect- 
fully, your ob’t servant, J. HAMILTON. 


SEMINOLE CAMPAIGN. 
From the Globe. 
D.L. CLINCH’S REPLY TO GOVERNOR CASS. 
Refuge, Camden county, Geo. May 13, 1837. 

I have seen in the Globe of the 15th ult. a long 
article, over the signature of Lewis Cass, purport- 
ing to be a defence of that gentleman against cer- 
tain imputations in regard to the operatians in Flo- 
rida while secretary of war. In noticing this very 
plausible and diplomatic appeal to the feelings of the 
people of the United States, which | feel unpelled 
to do, from a sense of justice to myself as well as 
to my fellow countrymen, I shall confine myself to 
such parts of it as relate to my evidence before the 
court of inquiry, and the operations in Florida, 
while I commanded in that section of country. To 
enable the public to form a fair and honest opinion 
on the subjects under consideration, I shall exhibit 
a plain, unvarnished statement of facts contained 
in letters addressed to, and received from, the dif- 
ferent bureaus of the war departinent, with a few 
brief remarks on the most important events that oc- 
curred, from the date of the order assigning me to 
the command of the troops in Florida, up to the 
time I was relieved in that command by major ge- 
neral Scott. The first object of governor Cass ap- 
pears to be to enlist the sympathies of the public, 
by trying to make it appear that he had been at- 
tacked and injured by myself and others; expresses 
his unwill:'ngness to remain under the imputations 
that I so cavalierly cast on him; complains of his 
being far from home, of want of documents, &c. &c. 
I must here beg to state, that I was not an officiows 
or volunteer witness before the court of inquiry.— 
The summons from that court fuund me on my 
plantation, surrounded by my family and friends, 
and far from the nuise and bustle of public life or 
political excitement. And, if 1 know myself, with- 
ont malice or hate against any one. Andif I be- 
lieved I had been wronged by those in authority, 
these wrongs had not been obtruded on the public, 
nor were they exhibited before the court. Nothing 
transpired while I was before the court that author- 
ised major general Scott to make the gratuitous re- 
marks he did, in relation to part of my evidence, 
when summing up his defence before that tribunal, 
on which governor Cass seized with such avidity, 
and which enabled him to make several sarcastic 
flourishes; but, unfortunately for him, they were as 
impotent and pointless as his other efforts in that 
line. My acquaintance with governor Cass is en- 
tirely official. The opinion I expressed before the 
court in reference to his want of energy and milita- 
ry forecast in the management of the war depart- 
ment, was elicited by a question from the court, 
and had been formed after a close observation of his 
official acts generally, and particularly on the oc- 
currences that had taken place in Florida. This 
opinion, I believe, accords with that of nine-tenths 
of the officers of the army; and is strongly sustain- 
ed by the opinion of the court in the case of gen. 
Scott, as well as by governor Cass’s own showing. 
If I have been mistaken as to the political dreams 
and aspirations of governor Cass, and should have 
said any thing that injured his feelings, I regret it, 
and freely ask his forgiveness; and, if this is not sa- 
tisfactory, will make any other reparation that an 
honorable man should ask of another. Having pre- 
viously stated’that I had no personal acquaintance 
with governor Cass, J am not conscious of enter- 
taining towards him any unkind feelings, nor would 
I willingly, if I could, take from him the smallest 
honor he has already, or he may hereafter, acquire 
in his public career, nor throw a straw in his politi- 
cal path. I have long held his high literary attain- 
ments in much respect, and feel conscious of the 
many difficulties under which I labor in being fore- 
ed before the public by a gentleman of such acquire- 





— 
official station, and sbielded as he stiil appears to 
feel himself by the mantle of the late president. 
i have full confidence, however, in the sound good 
sense and justice of my countrymen, and will abide 
any decision they may think proper to make on the 
facts which I shali endeavor to lay before them. 
For the better information of the reader, I will 
commence as far back as October, 1884. On the 
first of that month, there were three nominal com- 
panies of regular troops in southern Florida, and 
stationed as follows: one at Key West, one at St. 
Augustine, and one at Fort King. And in the 
course of that month, captains Russell and Graham, 
then at Fort King, after witnessing a large meeting 
of the Seminoles, and their strony dislike to a com- 
pane with the stipulations of the treaty made at 

ayne’s Landing, wrote to the adjutant general, 
from which the following extract is taken: 
; Camp King, (Florida), October 27, 1834. 

Str: So far from giving any thing like a direct, 
reasonable or even respectable answer to the ques- 
tions thus submitted by the agent, a majority of in- 
fluential chiefs have openly displayed a temper and 
disposition in reference to their intended removal, 
that fully satisfies us that they are fixed in their de- 
termination to disregard the obligations imposed 
upon them by the said treaty. Believing them to 
be wilfully faithless, we feel it a solemn duty to 
suggest respectfully to the war department the ob- 
vious necessity of marshalling a foree in and near 
the Indian border immediately, sufficiently impos- 
ing to awe these deluded chiefs into a proper re- 
spect for and submission to their solemn treaty, and 
thus perhaps prevent disastrous consequences, which 
may otherwise result from their delusion. “We 
therefore respectfully submit, for the consideration 
of the honorable the secretary of war, that this post 
be strengthened by the addition of four or five com- 
panies, and that as many more be stationed at Can- 
tonment Brooke, Tampa Bay, as early as possible. 
This management will afford protection to this post, 
the white settlers around the Indian border, and awe 
those deluded people into a proper respect for their 
treaty with the United States. 

J.B. F. RUSSELL, capt. U. S. army. 
WM. M. GRAHAM, capt. 4th infantry. 

To gen. R. Jones, adj. gen. U. S. army, Washington. 

In the course of a month or two after the date of 
this letter, three nominal companies were sent to 
Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, and not one to Fort King. 
In November, 1834, order No. 72 was issued, one 
paragraph of which directed me to take command 
of all the troops in Florida, as will be seen by the 
following extract: 

Adj. gen. office, Washington, Nov. 24, 1884. 
Order No. 72. 

Brevet brigadier general Clinch, colonel of the 
4th infantry, 1s, for the present, assigned to the com- 
inand of all the troops stationed in Florida, and will 
take post, &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES, adjutant general. 

After having assumed the cominand, pursuant to 
order No. 72, I wrote, on the 25th December, 1834, 
to the adjutant general, and remonstrated against 
the small force placed under my command, and in 
reply was informed that my services in Florida were 
considered of importance, an@ that it was uncertain 
to what amount the force might be increased; which 
clearly implied that whatever the number might be 
augmented to, I would still retain the command. 
On the 22d January, 1835, I addressed a letter to 
the adjutant general, from which the following is 
extracted: 

Fort King, 22d January, 1835. 

‘“Srr: I wrote to you a few days since, via St. 
Augustine, but as the Jetter may not reach you as 
soon as by the regular and mail route, J have 
thought it proper to write you again on the subject 
which formed part of my last communication. In 
that communication I stated, that, if it was the in- 
tention of the government to remove the Seminole 
Indians west in the spring, with or without their 
consent, it would be necessary, in my opinion, to 
send four additional companies to this post, two to 
Fort Brooke, and two six pounders to each post. 
The more I see of this tribe of Indians, the more 
fully am I convinced that they have not the least 
intention of fulfilling their treaty stipulations, unless 
compelled to do so by astronger force than mere 
words. ‘Their minds have been so completely per- 
verted by a set of interested and designing men, 
that no argument or reasoning will have the least 
influence with them, except the argument of force; 
and if a sufficient military force to overcome them 
is not sent into the nation, they will not be removed, 
and the whole frontier may be laid waste by a com- 
bination of the Indians, Indian negoes, and the ne- 
groes on the plantations. It is useless to mince 
this question: it should be met, and met firmly, if 
their treaty is to be carried into effect: and I do not 
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of the Indian character, that a large majority of this 
nation have not the most distant tea‘ going west, 
and that they will not do so unless compelled by a 
strong military force. I have therefore fett it my 
duty to make known to the general-in-chief my 
views on this subject, and to call for a sufficient 
military force completely equipped for active field 
service, (and not with thirteen rounds of cartridge 
pet man), so as to enable me to assume an_ attitude 
ae government may think proper to order me 
to take, in relation to this wilfully deluded tribe.” 

From which it will be seen, that, with a copy of 
the letter of capts. Russell and Graham, calling for 
ten companies, I urged the necessity of sending six 
additional companies into the country, only four of 
which were sent, amounting in all to not more than 
one hundred and sixty men fit for active service— 
nine companies less than had been actually called for 
between October, 1834 and January, 1835; I do not 
mention these facts with the intention of inducing 
the reader to believe that if the first requisition had 
been fully complied with, I should have required 
the full number of companies called for in my letter 
of the 22d January, but to prove the unwillingness 
there was, on the part of the head of the war de- 
parents to comply with the requisition made from 

lorida. But governor Cass tells the public in the 
face of these facts, and builds much of his defence 
on his own assertion, that four companies were sent 
into Florida on my requisition of the 22d January, 
3835, and that I was authorised to call to my aid the 
cSimpany at Key West, which I have shown had 
been previously placed under my command by vir- 
tue of order No. 72, leaving as he states, one com- 
pany less than I called for, and nine less than had 
been actually called for in Oct. 1834, and January, 
1835. I believe it is pretty ge*:rally known by the 
people of the United States, that Key West forms 
part of Florida. That fact being conceded, and the 
fact of my having been placed in command ofall 
the troops in Florida, by virtue of order No. 72, 
being admitted, I think further comment on this 
part of gov. Cass’s appeal is superfluous. 

Governor Cass tells us that the force in Florida, 
in the spring of 1835, was found by experiencé to 
be enough, as it accomplished its objects, and led 
toa mutual arrangement. Before the public can 
pass an honest and clear opinion on this subject, it 
will be necessary to know the object the govern- 
inent'wished to effect by sending troops into Flori- 
da. If it was merely to make an arrangement with 
the Indians to comply with their solemn treaty sti- 
pulations at atime beyond that which had been 
agreed on, I willadmit that, after the most untiring 
zeal and exertions on the part of those, to whom 
the duty of making that arrangement had been as- 
signed, a number of the Seminole Indians did agree 
to comply .with their treaty ata period more dis- 
tant than the one first agreed on. But if the object 
of the government, in sending a force into Florida, 
was, as understood at the time, to induce the In- 
dians to comply with their treaty, it has been 
shown, by sad experience, that it was totally in- 
adequate to effect that purpose. What effect a 
larger foree would have had at this important crisis 
in our Indian affairs, 1 will leave to the decision of 
the public. 

The following extracts from letters addressed to 
the adjutant general, dated on the Ist and 20th 
April, 1835, previous to and afler the arrangements 
above alluded to had been entered into with the In- 
dians, will show the disposition made of the small 
force under my command for the quiet and protec- 
tion of the country, and the latter paragraph of 
each letter shows most clearly what were my 
views as to the necessity of not weakening the 
force then in Florida. Two very urgent requisi- 
tions for troops, s be sent into Florida, had only 
been partially complied with. Would it not, then, 
whatever I may have thought on the subject, have 
been folly to have made another requisition for 
more troops? 

Extract of a letler, dated 
Fort King, April 1, 1835. 

«Should the chiefs come to the conclusion to re- 
- move quietly, it will be necessary to keep the pre- 
sent force in Florida until they remove, as the only 
means of compelling them to comply with their en- 
cagements.” | 

Extract from a letter, dated 
‘Fort King, April 20, 1835. 

‘I have the honor further to state, for the infor- 
mation of the general-in-chief, that I have made 
the following disposition of the troops placed under 
my command—Lieut. col. Fanning, with four com- 
panies, will remain at this post, and, during the 
four days I may be absent froin Florida, wi!! be left 
incommand. Brevet major Zantzinger will conti- 
nue with his three companies, at present, at Fort 
Brooke, in command of the post, and charged with 
the protection of that section of country, and with 





Dade will remain at Key 





keeping the Indians within their southern bounda- 


ry. Captain Thrustoh, with his company, is er- 
dered to take post about twelve miles north west 


from this, and near the boundary line, where there 
are comfortable quarters for himself and command, 


and is charged with keeping the Indians within 
their north western boundary, and with giving pro- 


tection to that section of country. Brevet major 
; West, and is directed to 
give protection to the settlements near Cape Flori- 
da, and to order within their limits all the Indians 
that may be found in that quarter. Captain Drane 
is ordered to return with his company to Fort Ma- 


rion, and is directed to proceed, as soon after his 


arrival at that post as practicable, as far south as 
Indian or Musquito rivers, where it is reported 
there is a large number of Indians, and to.compel 
them, and all others he may find between said ri- 


vers, and a noted trading place on St. John’s, called + 
} Volusia, to return within their limits, and is charzed 


with the protection of the country east of St. John’s 
river. The four coinpanies at this post will act as 
circumstances may require, and can be nade com- 
fortable at very little or no expense to the govern- 
ment. I-cannot close this hasty communication, 
without giving it as my decided opinion, that not a 
soldier should be ordered from Florida until after 
the removal of the Indians, as the least move 
towards diminishing the present force would ruin 
every thing. I would also respectfully suggest the 
necessity of filling up the companies in Florida by 
the Ist November. The recruits intended for the 
five companies here, and the company at Fort Ma- 
rion, should be sent direct to the St. John’s, and 
landed at Picolata, where they could be marched to 
their respective posts.” 

Gov. Cass szys, in another part of his appeal, 
that there is still higher authority, if possible, for 
his justification. ‘It is the authority of general 
Clinch himself; he asked as the maximum of the 
force which could be wanted, eleven companies, or 
five hundred and fifty men. He received nine com- 
panies, or four hundred and fifty men, and authori- 
ty to order the company from Key West, making 
five hundred men.”? Now what are the facts, as 
previously shown by me? It has been shown that, 
on the requisition for ten companies, or five hundred 
men, that three reduced companies, amounting in 
all to not more than one hundred men fit for active 
service, were sent to Tampa Bay; and, on the requi- 
sitions for six companies, or three hundred men, 
four companies, not exceeding one hundred and 
sixty men fit for duty, were sent to Fort King; five 
hundred and forty less than was asked for in October, 
1834, and January, 1835, ard one hundred and 
forty less than I asked for on the 22d January, 
1835, agreeably to governor Cass’ own estimate 
of the strength of companies. I think comment 
here is also unnecessary. He says that general 
Clinch’s estimate was for companies. I admit the 
fact: but in estimating for companies, had I not a 
right to expect that the vigilant and untiring head 
of the war department would have caused these 
companies to have been filled to their maximum 
strength? That they were not so filled, no person 
had a better opportunity of knowing than himself. 
As governor Cass seems to think the company at 
Key West of such importance, and refers to it so 
often, I hope [ will be pardoned for again noticing 
this part of his appeal. He says that ‘general 
Clinch himself considered a less force than that he 
named, or even a less force than that placed at his 
disposal by the government, adequate to the objects 
he had to attain. He did not call to his aid the 
company from Key West; and it is very important 
in this inquiry to remark that, while general Clinch 
now accuses the government of neglecting his 
application for a proper force during the whole 
season, the company at Key West, placed under 
his command the preceding February, almost in 
sight of Florida, and not more than one day’s sail 
from its shores, was left by him on that island, and 
never reached the sphere of his command until the 
21st December. The order authorising gen. Clinch 
to call it to his aid must have reached him the 
beginning of March. During nine months, then, 
deducting the few days necessary to communicate 
his orders to major Dade, and for that officer to 
cross over to the main land of Florida, general 
Clinch considered his force sufficient, or he was 
guilty of that neglect which he now charges to the 
government. But still further: gen. Clinch, in his 


letter of the 1st April, 1835, after stating his belief 


that an arrangement would be made which would 
quiet the Indians, and would be satisfactory to the 
government, says that, should the chiefs come to 
the conclusion to remove quietly, it would be still 
necessary to keep the present force in Florida. 
The chiefs did consent to remove, and the then 
present force was kept in Florida; nothing more 
did gen. Clinch demand.” 





: oleae 
I have made this long quotation to show to what 


miserable subterfuges a gentleman of gov, ¢,.. 
reputation, and one filling the high station he hr 
fills, has been compelled to resort in his attempt ~ 
sustain himself against the opinion of a private ; ‘ 
dividual, given in evidence belore a court of - 
phat I thing I have clearly shown, by the extrac 

rom general order No. 72, that the company 9 
Key West was placed under my command by that 
order; and, by the extract from my letter of th 
20th Aprit, what disposition was thus early mhry 
of that company, and the arduous and responsibj, 
duties assigned to it; and it is also well known tha, 
only part of the chiefs consented to remove. With 
these facts on file in the adjutant general’s offic, 
and, no doubt at the timé when he wrote, at th, 
control of gov. Cass, how could he) write and pu). 
lish to the world, over his own signature, an articis 
somuch at variance with facts, and showing sucha 
want of information as to the relation in which Key 
| West stands to Florida, and of the opinions Carried 
on in that terrritory in 1836? 
Gov. Cass says, in October, general Clinch was 
authorised to call for two more companies, one rox, 
Pensacola, and one from Mobile, if he thought them 
necessary. The department would have seen } 
my letters, &c. that this force would be deemed ne. 
cessary by me, and why not at once have given the 
necessary orders? On the Ist September, 1835, | 
reported the murder of private Dolton. On the stp 
October, 1835, I wrote a letter to the department 
from which the following is extracted: 

Extract of a letier cated 
St. Augustine, October 9, 1835, 

Str: The time will soon arrive when a large num. 
ber of the Seminole Indians have agreed to remoye 
to the west. 

There are still, however, a large number that are 
unwilling to remove, and, from recent indications, 
I am induced to believe that force will have to be 
used to compel them to comply with their treaty 
stipulations. When the peculiar nature, extent and 
exposed state of the Indiam frontier is taken into 


that the force placed under my command is inade. 
quate to enforce a compliance with this treaty, and 
to give such protection to the frontier settlements 
as their apprekensivn from the Indians, and from 
|another species of population, induce them to ex. 
pect from the government. Under this view of the 
subject, I am induced respectfully to submit a few 
_remarks for the consideration of the general-in- 
chief, and, if approved by him, for that of the pro- 
per department. I consider the force already in 
| Florida sufficient to meet and control the whole of 
the refractory Seminoles, if they could be concen- 
trated. But when scattered over a large extent of 
country, composed of marshes and swamps that are 
almost impenetrable to the white man, it is entirely 
inadequate to give that protection and quiet to the 
frontier inhabitants which they expect. 

Frequent applications have already been made 
from different sections of the country for protection, 
in case we should have any difficulty in removing 
the Seminoles; and some of the most respectable 
planters fear that there is already a secret and in- 
proper communication carried on between the re- 
fractory Indians, Indian negroes, and~ some of the 
plantation negroes. For the better protection of 
the frontier settlements, and to stop all intercourse 
between the Indians and plantations, in case any 
{difficulty should arise in removing the Indians, | 
strongly and respectfully urge and recommend the 
calling into the service of the United States, for the 
terin of two or three months, one hundred and filly 
mounted volunteers, to be stationed at such points 
as the commanding officers may think best to effect 
the object in view, and not to be ordered within 
the Indian boundary, unless in case of absolute 
necessity. This force to be held ready, but not t0 
be called into actual service until required, and 
be disbanded as soon as their services could be dis: 
pensed with. This species of force, would, in my 
opinion, owing to the nature of the country, be the 
most efficient, and least expensive, under all the 
circumstances of the cas», that could be employed. 
Being all mounted, and all of them good woos 
men, and gowd riders, and well acquainted with 
every part of the country, and many of them deep!y 
interested in its protection, would give them a de 
cided advantage over any other species-of troup 
for the-kind of service they would be required (0 
perforin; and I have no doubt they could be raised 
without any difficulty. I have the honor further 
request, that one of the revenue cutters stationed 
on the Gulf of Mexico may be ordered to cruisé 
along the coast from Charlotte’s Harbor to Tamp* 
Bay, between the Ist of December and Ist of Ja- 
nuary next, and to-operate with brevet maj. Dade’ 
command, in ordering in, and securing, if necess* 
ry, all the Indians they may find on their arrival 2 





consideration, it will, 1 think, be readily admitted 
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vaupa Bay to remain subject to the orders of the 

ice commanding the troops in Florida. A small 
7 ved vessel of that class would, in my opinion, 
nT oes operations very much, and could be placed 
that kind of duty for a short time, without the 
jeast injury to the revenue.” 

On the 22d October gen. Jones writes me, that 
the one hundred and filty mounted men called for 
a my letter of 9th October, could not be complied 
with for reasons that are already before the public; 
bat I was in lieu thereof, authorised to order two 
companies, viz: those at Forts Pike and Wood, 
(La.) to join me; which in addition to the two pre- 
viously ordered from Pensacola and Mobile, would 
make four, In the absence of the official reports 
of those companies, I think I may safely say that 
they did not amount to one hundred efficient men 
for duty at that time. Still gov. Cass tells the public 


nies be ordered to join me with the least possible 
delay, completely prepared to take the field, with a 
good supply of ball and buck-shot cartridges. 

‘Al the information I receive in relation to the 
movements of the Indians represent them being in 
considerable force, and manifesting a determination 
to engage in murder and plunder. It appears, also, 
that they are joined by the negroes, aid if they are 
not promptly put down, the spirit may extend to 
the plantations. 

“D. L. CLINCH, bvt. brig. general. 

“To but. brig. gen. R. Jones, adj’t gen.” 

It will be seen, by referring back to the extract 
from my Jelter of the 20th April, the disposition 
made of the small force under my coinmand to give 
quiet and protection to the country; and i now take 
great pleasure in saying, that no part of the Ameri- 
can army ever had more arduous and trying duties 





that, inatead of one huadred and fifty mounted men, 
J had four companies of regulars amounting to two 
hundred men, placed under my orders. So much for 
the aceuracy of this part of the governor’s appeal, 
but as be has labored very hard to convince the 
public that he believed in the correctness of it him- 
self, it may be as well to explain to the reader the 
very circuitous direction given to these orders.— 
They were first sent to meat Fort King, (interior of 
Florida), between which place and New Orleans 
ihe mail was carried once in two weeks. On 
the receipt of the order by me, it was sent by the 
first wail to Forts Pike and Wood; but it appears 
from a report made by Jieut. Grayson, who stands 
deservedly high for promptness, integrity and ta- 
jents, that it did not reach Fort Wood before the 4th 
of December; and I suppose the copy sent to Fort 
Pike was received there alout the same time, ahd 
that the two companies did not arrive at Yampa 
Bay until towards the last of the month. Here it 
will be seen that an order, issued at the war depart- 
ment on the 22d ef October, did not owing to the 
circuitous direetion given to it, reach its proper des- 
tination until the 4th of December; whereas, if two 
or six companies had have been promptly ordered 
from the posts on the Atlantic, they could have 
joined me in the course of eight or ten days. On 
the 17th of October, 1835, I wrote a letter to the 
adjutant general, which was received in Washing- 
ton January 81st, (and the application not granted), 
from which the following extract is taken: 
Extract from a letter, dated 
October 17, 1835. 

Sir: My first wish is to carry out the humane 
and benevolent views of the government, in rela- 
tion to the Seminole Indians, in the way most con- 
ducive to their happiness and comfort, and least 
expensive to the nation. With these objects con- 
stantly in view, I may have rather under estimated 
ihe means necessary to carry into effect the views 
and plas of the government. By referring, how- 
ever, to my letter of the 18th January last, you will 
perceive that I requested that six companies might 
be added to the command in Florida, four of which 
only were ordered to Fort King. In my commu- 
nication of the 8th instant, I state I consider the 
force already in Florida sufficient to m-et and con- 
trol the whole of the refractory Seminoles, if tie; 
could be concentrated. But when scattered over a 
larre extent of country, composed of marshes and 
swamps that are almost impenetrable to the white 
mnan, it is entirely inadequate te give that protec- 
tion and quiet to the frontier inhabitants whicls 
they expect. Since writing the foregoing, I have 
been informed by assistant surgeon Archer, that 
a hundred of the command now at Fort King have 
been more or less sick within the last two or three 
months, and although many of them are fit for gar- 
rison duty, and most of the others are convalescent, 
they cannot be relied on for active and efficient ser- 
viec; I have, therefore, the honor respectfully to 
‘cquest, that three additionnl companies be ordered 
to Kort King, with as little delay as practicable, 
M6 an ample supply of ball and buck-shot cart 
ridves,’’ 
_Un the 9th of December T requested four addi- 
‘onal companies to be sent to me with the least 
possible delay, not in lieu of the companies ordered 
Tom the Gulf, as asserted by governor Cass, but 
four additional companies, completely prepared to 
ya me field, &e. as will appear by the following 
‘Xtract: 

Extract from a letter, dated 

ie Fort Defiance, (Micanopy), Dec. 9, 1835. 

‘The loss of the vessel with our supplies has 
ae much inconvenience, as it takes a consi- 
erable part of our small force to protect the boats 
and wagons engaged in transporting provisions. 
— The uncertainty as to-the time when the com- 
aad a ordered from Louisiana will reach Tampa, 
hosti] i¢ distance they will have to march through a 
fede country before they can join my command, 

uces me to request that four additional compa- 


assigned them than were assigned to this gallant 

little eommand; and no part of it ever acquitted 

| themselves more to the honor of -their country than 

\they did during the whole of that service. The 
company at Key West, instead of remaining idle 
as stated by governor Cass, was entirely employed 
in watching over the interest of a very exposed and 
important part of Florida. It has been shown that, 
when I assumed the command of aij the troops in 
Fiorida pursuant to order No. 72, there were six 
companies in that territory; and that, previous to 
that time, ten companies had been required, and 
only three sent. That immediately after assuming 
the command, that is on the 22d January, 1835, I 
strongly recommended the sending into Florida six 
companies; only four of which were sent. In my 
letters of the 1st and 12th of April, I show the dis- 
position made of the troops, and urge that not a 
man be withdrawn from Florida. That on the 9th 
October, 1835, I strongly recommended the raising 
of one hundred and fifty mounted volunteers, the 
.placing a revenue cutter at my disposal, and called 
for three companies of regular troops. The two 
first recommendations were not complied with, but 
1 was authorised in that month to order four com- 
panies from the posts on the Gulf, and that two of 
these did not arrive at Tampa Bay until towards 
the last of December, 1835; and when there, the 
four companies did not exceed one hundred ef- 
ficient men for duty. ‘That on the 9th December I 
requested four additional companies should be 
promptly sent to me, which was refused. If the 
president had not the authority to raise one hun- 
dred and fifty mounted volunteers, why were not 
three hundred regulars promptly sent from the 
posts on the Atlantic, in compliance with the calls 
made in October, as also the four companies, or 
two hundred men, called for on the 9th of Decem- 
ber? If prompt and energetic measures had been 
taken on the part of the secretary of war, the whole 
number required (on my own requisition) could 
have reached me by the last of December, and 
|would have given me a disposable force of seven 
/hundred and forty regulars, instead of two hundred, 
,on the SlIst December, 1835. Still, in the face of 
‘these facts, governor Cass comes forward and 
| states, ‘‘as a matter of fact, that general Clinch had 
a far greater force under his command than he ever 
> But here the diplomatist again shows 
his true character, Finding that he had gone too 
far for the most credulous reader, he qualifies what 
he had just asserted as a matter of fact, by saying, 
“I do not mean that he called them together—with 
that I had no concern; IL have only to show that 
| proper measures for that purpose were taken by the 
/war department, and I have shown that these mea- 
}sures. ought to have given general Clinch the full 
,compiement of regular troops asked for.”” But has 
ithe head of the war departinent nothing to do but 
'io issue his mandates at Washington, whether 
| practicable or not, and fold his arms, let the conse- 
‘quences to his country be ever so disastrous, with- 
‘out holding himself at all responsible? I hardly 
think the American people are yet prepared for this 
| irresponsible doctrine. I will here request the at- 
| tention of the reader to the following extract from a 
‘letter T addressed to the adjutant general, on the 
| 26th December, 1835: 

Extract from a letter, dated 

Fort Drane, Dec. 26, 1835. 

| Brigadier general Call, commanding the Florida 
| volunteers, formed a junction with me on the 21st 
instant. 

“Every military man, who knows any thing 
about this section of country, will agree in the opi- 
nion that there is no part of the United States so 
hard to protect or defend as the one we shall have 
to operate in, and my means of every kind are on 
ithe most contracted and limited seale. 

“The troops ordered to the west, not heard from 
| yet; nor not a word from commodore Dallas, in re- 
|lation to the armed vessel. The wagons, hospital 
‘and other tents, required last fall, not yet arrived. 
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“fT also regret to say that many of the officers 

are still absent from their companies, nor have I 

heard any thing from the assistant quartermaster I 

requested to be. ordered to join the troops in Flori- 

da; and it is of the very first importance, in ope- 

rating in a country like this, to have the services of 

an experienced, active and efficient danigevesariee. 

“From the general defection, and determined 

hostile attitude of the Seminole nation, I am now 

fully of the opinion that there should be at least 

twelve hundred regular troops, and five hundred 

mounted men, in Florida, so as to enable the com- 

manding officer to have one thousand regulars and 

five hundred mounted volunteers in the field, as we 

cannot rely, jor any great length of time, on the 

services of the volunieers, composed as they are, 

in many instances, of the most wealthy and re- 

spectable gentlemen in the country.” 

About the 2d December, I found it necessary to 

appeal to the patriotism of the people of Hast I io- 

rida, to rally in defence of the wives, the children 

and firesides of those of their fellow citizens. who 

were most exposed to the scalping knife of the in- 

cendiary Indians, which met with a prompt and 
generous response. In the course of afew days, 
it was considered necessary to extend the appeal to 
other sections of Florida, which was also promptly 
and. generously met; sud in the course of a short 
time, five hundred volunteers were raised and 
placed under the immediate command of brigadier 
general Cail, by order of Mr. Walker, the then ef- 
ficient secretary and acting governor of Florida.— 
It will be seen from the extract of my letter of the 
26th December, 1835, that this ferce joined me on 
the 21st of that month. These volunteers had 
been called out on the spur of the moment, and for 
one month only. It will also be borne in mind 
that, at this time, I had received no authority from 
the war department to raise or receive volunteers 
into the service of the United States, gov. Cass’ 
statement to the contrary notwithstanding; and 
their not having been mustered into the service of 
the general government, I could have no legal or 
lawful authority over them. Their junction with, 
and placing themselves under my orders, were vo- 
luntary acts on their part, and my right to exercise 
authority over them ceased with their willing obc- 
dience to that authority. 

It will be seen that I had no reason to expect a 
reinforcement of regulars before the expiration of 
the term for which the volunteers had agreed to 
serve. Thus situated, I determined to seek the 
-enemy, and met him on the 31st December. On 
arriving at the Ouithlacoochie river, about day- 
light, on the morning of the 3lst December, in- 
stead of finding it fordable, as had been represent- 
ed by the guide, or the simall insignificant stream 
peat i by gov. Cass, it was found to be bold 
and deep. Orders were, however, immediately 
given to cross it, when two brave soldiers of the 
then gallant, but now lamented captain Mellon’s 
company, (whose names I regret I do not now re- 
collect), swam the 1iver, and brought over an old 
canoe, in which the regulars commenced crossing, 
and after some ineffectual attempts to construct a 
bridge, a few of the volunteers commenced swim- 
ming their horses, preparing rafts, &c. Lieut. col. 
Fanning was ordered, on crossing, to select the 
most eligibie position, and to form bis command as 
fast as they crossed. I some time after crossed my- 
self, and while superintending those who were en- 
gaged in swimming horses, building rafts, &e. the 
rifle of the enemy was heard, which was the first 
signal of the hard-fonght but victorious battle of 
the 3ist December, 1835; a briet and plain account 
of which, based on the most accurate information 
then in my possession, was given to the public 
through the channel of the war department. .Dur- 
ing the hottest part of the engagement, discovering 
that the volunteers did not come up as I expected, 
I dispatched col. Reid with orders to gen. Call to 
bring up his volunteers as soon as possible. Soon 
after the last charge had been made by the gallant 
rerulars, and the small band of brave volunteers who 
nobly aided them, end the enemy routed and silenc- 


gen. Call; and on their approaching near to where f 
was, 1 put my horse in motion, and on meeting 
them, and not seeing ary of the volunteers with 
ven. Call, I asked him where were his volunteer; 
to which he replied “at their posts.” After a few 
other remarks not now reccilected, general Call 
observed, that in riding from the river, he bad pass- 
ed near to where the killed and wounded bad been 
taken; that the number was very great, and that it 
would be impossible to follow up the success alrea- 
dy obtained, withont sacrificing those noble fellows; 
that it was getting late, and that a sood many of the 
volunteers were still\n the opposite side of the ri- 
ver. After a moment’s reflection, and a short con- 














sultation, I determined at every hazard to protect 


“\ 
a . 
ae gael ES 


ed, col. Reid returned to the field. accompanied b} 
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the wounded, and have the dead buried, and gave 
orders to remove them across the river. Having 
kept possession of the field for more than two hours 
after the fight, the troops were ordered to recross, 
which they did in the most perfect order. It is 
impossible for a coinmanding general to observe 
every thing that occurs on a field of battle. His re- 
ports are nade out from his own observations, and 
the best information he can obtain from others. 
Many circumstances must necessarily happen, 
which he can know nothing of atthe time. The 
official report of the battle of the 81st was made out 
in much haste, in the midst of the wounded, in the 
hurry and bustle of the departure of the volunteers, 
(whose term of service had expired), and no doubt 
contains some unintentional inaccuracies. I will 
here briefly answer the question so often asked, and 
which is repeated by governor Cass, why wa3 not 
the whole volunteer force in the engageinent? 
When I mace my official report, 1 was under the 
impression, from a conversation held with ven. Call 
a short tine previous to my crossing the river, in 
which he stated that a small number of the volun- 
teers from middie Florida had expressed an unwil- 
lingness to cross on account of the shortness of the 
time they had to serve, that many others, acting 
under the same views and feelings, had refused to 
cross. I have since been informed by many of the 
volunteer officers and men, that general Call gave 
a positive order to the volunteers that no man should 
cross, and actually formed those on the norih side, 
to receive the attack of the enemy, should one be 
made. Now if tiis statement be true, and I pre- 
sume there can be but little doubt on the subject, 
what does it prove? Nothing. more nor less than 
that gen. Call committed an error of judgment, in 
being over cautious in protecting the rear, when 
the front and advance of the army were engaged in 
a death struggle for victory, with a savage and fe- 
rocious enemy of three times thair number, pro- 
tected, too, by a dense cypress swainp, and that the 
volunteers were not to blame for obeying the order. 
Some of these volunteers did, however, cross the 
river after the fight commenced, (although not in 
time to join in the conflict), and rendered import- 
ant service by forming on the flanks, which gave 
strength and security to the front, while the killed 
and wounded were being reconveyed over the ri- 
ver. When gen. Call told me on the field that the 
volunteers were at their post, I had a right to ex- 

ect, from his previous standing as an officer, that 
hee had disposed of them to the best of his judgment. 
I certainly owed gen. Call nothing, and could have 
no motive or object in wishing to conceal either his 
acts or my own, on that day, from public scrutiny. 
In the course of a long military career, I defy any 
one to say that I ever attempted to raise myself, by 
detracting from the merits of others, nor have I 
ever cast unnecessary censure on any one. I have 
thought it necessary to say thus much, in explana- 
tion of my official report of the 31st December, not 
to gratify governor Cass, but in justice to the ge- 
nerous and abused volunteers and people of Florida. 
But whence this new-born zeal on the part of the 
late secretary for the character and honor of our 
gallant little army, a few years since the just pride 
of a grateful country? What was done for those 
brave and gallant spirits who so nobly sustained the 
honor of the army and glory of their country on the 
3ist Decembér, 1835? Were any of them prompt- 
ly breveted for their gallant bearing on that occa- 
sion? And how many of them were promoted into 
the new regiment that was raised last winter? Those 
honeyed and flattering encomiums on that gallant 
but neglected little band come too late to effect the 
object the writer had in view. But if governor 
Cass believed that my official report was not suffi- 
ciently full and clear on all the subjects touched on, 
and that I had not done justice to the brave men 
who covered themselves with glory, and who so 
nobly sustained me on that trying occasion, was it 
not his duty, as the proper organ of the army, to 
have sent the report back to me, with instructions 
for further explanations? Did he do so? Was not 
that report published by order of governor Cass, 
then secretary of war, and my conduct approved by 
the president himself? If so, why does he now, 
some eighteen months since these occurrences took 
place, come forward and say that I owe to the army, 
the country, &c. a more*elear and full explanation 
of the aflair of the 3Ist December? Again: if the 
conduct of the volunteers was so reprehensible as 
he now seems to think it was, in failing to cross the 
little stream, as he designates the Ouithlacoochie, 
on logs and rafts, why was the officer in the imme- 
diate command of those troops made governor of 
Florida, and soon after placed in command of all 
the troops in that territory, over the heads of the 
officers of our gallant little army? Has governor 
Cass received any new lighé on these matters, since 


—— 


period consider it necessary that I should trouble 


g| the public with any further explanations respecting 
the conduct of the volunteers on the 81st Decem- 


ber, 1835? 

With due deference to governor Cass, I think I 
have answered and refuted all his ingenious state- 
ments and gratuitous assertions, by a plain state- 
ment of facts, up to the year 1835. I believe I have 


that year, fF was eight hundred and ninety men short 
of the requisitions made on the war department 
from the Ist of October to the 31st of December, 
1835, and five hundred and forty on my own requi- 
sitions on the "department of war within that time, 
and my letter of the 26th of December will show 
whether or not the requisitions for supplies, &e. 
had been complied with. The same letter will also 
show that, on that day, I gave it a3 my decided 
opinion that twelve hundred reculars and five bun- 
dred mounted men should be in Florida, so as to 
enable the commanding officer to ave one thou- 
sand regulars and five hundred n:ounted men in the 
field. have also shown, that the five hundred vo- 
lunteers, who were with me on the 3tst of Decem- 
ber, were not there under any authority from the 
war department, and of course should not be taken 
into the estimated force furnished by authority from 
that departinent; and if that force had been so fortu- 
nate as to have closed the war, that gov. Cass eould 
have claimed no credit for energy or military fore- 
cast, in ordering them into the field. Now, if the 
deficit of five hundred and forty men on my own es- 
timates had’been with me on the close of 1835, they 
certainly would have been of much service in 1836. 
Gov. Cass has to resort to the same mystifying sys- 
tem to sustain himself in 1836 as he used in 1835, 
and commences his new year by supposing that the 
8th of January will be considered “early” in the 
year 1836. I must be permitted here to express 
my surprise that the governor should have permitted 
so fine an opportunity to have escaped him, without 
paying a high eulogy on the hero of that day; but 
perhaps he was afraid of administering an overdose 
to the old general. 

He here commences with a long list of orders is- 
sued, and authorities given, on the 8th, 17th and 
21st January, and asks if this is not early in 1836. 
It will be seen that, before tfe first two of these or- 
ders could be carried into execution, gen. Scott was 
assigned to the command in Florida. Of course 
my responsibilities, as far as they were connected 
with their accomplishment, ceased. But why did 
not governor Cass come out plainly and tell the 
— that major general Scott, with these orders, 

c. in his pocket, and with his zeal and energy, 
also aided by his (governor Cass’) sage counsel and 
advice in the furtherance of these grand military 
plans—which broke in upon part of a night’s rest— 
did not commence his campaign until the 26th of 
March? Will governor Cass pretend to tell the 
public that the 26th of March, in latitude 29° 28’, is 
early to commence a campaign in such a country as 
the south eastern parts of Florida was known to be, 
and against such an enemy? 

Instead of sending the orders, &e. mentioned 
above, to me, “isolated” in the interior of Florida, 
as he says I was, he had promptly pushed the requi- 
site military force, supplies, &c. into Florida, they 
might have arrived “early” in 1836, When in all 
eben yt the results would have been very differ- 
ent, and the governor might have established some 
claim to energy and military forecast, and some mil- 
lions of dollars might have been saved to the nation. 
Gov. Cass, after paying gen. Scott a few compli- 
ments, complains that he was not sufficiently explicit 
in telling the public that thetr rests were broken on a 
certain night, while discussing the plans that were 
to be carried out in Florida. Gen. Scott was cer- 
tainly very wrong in not communicating this im- 
portant fact to the world; but I presume he will be 
able to defend himself against this serious charge, 
as well as against other insinuations contained in the 
same appeal. 

Governor €ass tells th} public that he owes gen. 
Clinch no explanation, speaks of a morbid sensi- 
bility, &e. I have never asked gov. Cass for an 
explanation of his motives in superseding me in the 
command in Florida. I believed at the time, and 
still believe, that I. understood them, although dif- 
fering a fitile from those assigned: by him. If the 
reasons assigned by governor Cass for superseding 
me in the command were such as he states them to 
be, did they not exist to the same, or even to a 
much greater extent, when, after his grand experi- 
ment in Florida had not succeeded to his expecta- 
tions, he, ina complimentary manner, by the direc- 
tion of the president, again tendered me the com- 
mand in Florida? I have already trespassed too 


alse shown, by the same facts that, at the close of 


iene 


cay, or misfortunes or dissensions, of the ni), 
commanders. I here take the pleasure it; ye..." 
gov. Cass that I take no pert of these compli menta 
epithets to myself, having too much CONfidence : 
his sincerity to believe that, after the Complimens 
previously paid me in his official letters, ang mon 
especially in tendering me the command of th 
troops in Florida, (by which he shows that both th 
president and himself had full confidence in my _ 
pacity, experience, &c.) he conld not have intend, 
ed to apply any part of that paragraph to inyseiy 
In closing this long appeal, gov. Cass tells 4), 
public that he has received, during the last thj., 
years of his life, many favors he neither exp:¢,; 
nor merited. He should be considered a goog Wit 


ee 


or! 


the last four or five administrations, and that he < 


ness as respects his own merits; bat the fact of big 
haying held important and lucrative offices qyyj,, 
‘ e 
managed as to be always in the ascendant, fon, 
part of the history of the times, and must have bo, 
known to every person who would take the troy), 


to inform himself on such matters. 


Although I cannot boast of having received may, 


favors froin those filling high places, Lean say thy 
some twenty-eight years of my life were spen 


; ‘ ; Lin 
the service of my country—not in splendid parloys 
’ 


nor on beds of down, but on the hot and suit, 
banks of the Mississippi; on the cold and frozey 
shores of the Niagara; on the frontiers of Georgy, 
Alabama, and “isolated” in the swamps and w iy 
of unfortunate Florida, and now ask from my ji. 
low citizens nolhing but justice. 

D. L. CLINCH. 





THE POSTMASTER GENERAL AND Ti 
SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY. 
From the Globe of the 29th ult. 
COMMUNICATION. 

To the editors of ihe Globe: 

‘The exposition of the late solicitor of the treasury, 
in last night’s Globe, requires a brief reply. | 
The report of the postmaster general to the presi. 
dent, of which the solicitor comments, was not sib- 
mitted to his perusal without the consent atid a). 
probation of the postmaster general. Had he known 
this fact, he would not have complained of being 
denounced without notice ‘to the appointing pow. 
er.” The bad temper exhibited in several portions 
of this paper, requires no animadversion. That 
any purpose of menacing hin was entertained, no 
man will believe. 

The late solicitor throws himself on authority for 
support. His first authority is an opinion of tle 
attorney general that he hada right to consider 
claims arising between the Ist April and 31st De- 
cember, 1836. 

But the attorney general does not say he had au- 
thority to allow any claim which was not based on 
“a contract.” 

He does not say the solicitor had a right to make 
allowances for services not performed; or claims 
which had been legally couniermanded, or which liad 
been rejected by the late postmaster general, or which 
had been already paid; or that be had a right to 
allow interest. In fine, not one of the claims wa 
submitted to him, as the exposition of the late soi- 
citor will show and the opinion was given upon ai 
abstract proposition. 

Having received an award of the solicitor on the 
24th September last, the postmaster general at once 
remonstrated against the jurisdiction assumed ov 
new claims and on the 29th, informed him that he 
could pay no other than ‘the claims’? on which the 
contractors had ri aegis to congress, at the sae 
time stating that the alleged service had not bee! 
performed. On the 30th, the solicitorasked a wil 
drawal of his award, and on the Ist October it w% 
returned to him. 

The attorney general was in New York. The 
solicitor had no right by law to ask his opinion !! 
the case, and of course nobody could suspect ! 
of such az: intention. Onthe 12th of October, liow- 
ever, he wrote a Ictter asking the opinion of the! 
officer on the question, whether he had a right, up 
der the law, to consider claims arising between |" 
Ist April and 3ist December, 1835. He did n° 
inform the postmaster general of this applicatio! 
nor did he inform the attorney general, or intimate 14 
him after his return to Washington, that the poe 
master general had already formed an opinion, 4" 
taken his ground on the subject. By this doub! 
concealment, it was rendered impossible for t 
postmaster general to present to the attorney f°" 
ral all the points of the case, and obtain an opin?! 
upon them. Whether this was right or wrong, 
public will judge. ; . 

Having thus an opinion to sustain him on” 


& 





long on the patience of the reader, and will close 
with a few remarks on the last paragraph of gover- 





he has been in France, that he should at this late 


point, the late solicitor “went the whole” oD © 


: : a 
| points, allowing, as has heen shown, every © 


nor Cass’ appeal in which he speaks of the incapa-|set up (except one included in another)—contre® 
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an no contract—service or no service—countermand-\| that it would not be paid. The late solicitor does | this office, as well as in his report to you, that aman 
nay * or not countermanded—claims rejected by maj. | not deny, that this was in law as effectual a coun- | of his reputed precision of mind could entertain, for 
“UNing Hime & -—claims arising under Mr. McLean’s con- | termand and retrenchment as it was possible to de- | a moment, so loose an idea.” 

a Oe see! claims never before heard of, and cap- | vise; yet he allows over FOURTEEN THOU-| This strict construction of his powers, so far as 
ve it ney the climax with over $6,000 for interest.| SAND DOLLARS for this countermanded allow- | the rights of the government were concerned, made the 
Merit, he now the mantle of the attorney general’s opi- | ance._ solicitor the most convenient court of equity for 
ri a is attempted to be so stretched as to cover all| The postmaster general denied that the speed of | claimants that was ever known. They had but to 
tthe n e extravagancies! two days, on which depended the extra allowances | select out any portion of their mail service, and call 
- le wTeat opinion only showed a difference of opinion | of $6,750 and $9,812, was ever required or per- | it “additional,” or “extra,” and the judge, shutting 
th, petween the attorney general and postmaster gene- | formed after the retrenchments in the fall of 1833; | his eyes to the fact that it has been paid for thrice 
ar ral on a single point of some importance, as it cut/and he produced the orders of the department, di- | told already, proceeds to make an equitable allow- 
%3 gall the items contested, but not essential to the | recting the contractors to run in two and a half|ance for it, the payment of which must be enforced 
Is the Iozality of any one of them. days, and the returns of postinasters showing that |by mandamus or otherwise! This is no ‘loose 
thirty “She next authority is the resolution of the senate, | they did so, to prove it. Yet, says the solicitor, | idea”—it shows great “precision of mind”—it isa 
ced shich the late solicitor says was adopted ‘“unant- | tuese papers conclusively prove that the two days’ | ‘strict construction,’’ not perhaps tending to as- 
ivi idle? | service was performed! | certain what is ‘‘equilably due,”’ but certainly to se- 
mig M rhe cominitiee of the senate prepared their re-| This is his reasoning: In the fail of 1832 the | cure it to the contractors. 

Ming ort without knowing any thing of the grounds on | Cumberland road was broken up for repairs, and | The late solicitor was authorised “to take testi- 
he which the postmaster general had acted. He asked | became so difficult to travel in two days, that the |wony,” and quotes largely, and refers to what he 
lor Joave to give the information in his possession, | contractors begged, in the latter part of September,” calls “testimony.”? How was it taken, and what 
dey, jeeminz it his daty to do so, that congress might no to be put on the winter schedule. Instead of doing | is it? 

UDie 


jonzer act inthe dark. Being already prepared to | that, the department on the 3d of October allowed 
report, the committee inforumed him they should do | them, temporarily, twelve hours more time. This 
Maiy he and moved to lay the report on the table, toawait | dispensation ended on the 22d of December, when 
sed Bei? ” 


J ‘ . ° | ° 2 ‘ . 
y that HW ony information he might desire to send to the se- | they were put on the winter schedule; yet the soli- 
ent iy i 


Did he call the witnesses before him and examine 
them himself? No. 

Did he order their depositions to be taken, and 
give notice, so that the United States district attor- 


nate. He made a report to the president, who sent citor stretches it over the whole of 1833, °34 and | ney, or some other person, could appear on the part 
itor, itto the senate. It was referred to the committee | 85, and thus most logically maintains that proof of | of the United States to cross-examine them? No. — 
Sutry who reported no change in their opinion, and their | non-per-formance is proof of performance, and, on This “testimony” is chiefly the statements of 
Pozen resolution was adopted, not unanimously, but wilh-|this ground, awards THIRTY-THREE THOU- | contractors. themselves, the arguments of their coun- 
OPe}9, 


: out opposition. (SAND ONE HUNDRED AND 'TWENTY- 
Wid It was the avowed wish of the postmaster general, FOUR DOLLARS! ° wit dag 
that there should be no opposition, because, ifit passed | How ridiculous it was to refrench this service in 
as a separate resolution, it would be a dead letter. | the fall of 1833, if it had already been dispensed 
A This resolution did not amend the law. because | with in 1832! 
the senate cannot lezislate separately; it was not an | As to the restoration of the retrenchments, it is 
THE order to the postmaster general, because the senate only necessary to read the solicitor’s evidence, 
have no constitutional power to direct him, except keeping in inind that there is no order on record or 
by lai; it could not have been intended to condemn ,on file in the departinént restoring them, as was 
him unheard for disregarding the law, because the | proved to the solicitor, to understand the whole 
same senate had just “expunged” a resolution of matter. Major Barry was pressed on every side to 


sel, the certificates, affidavits and estimates of their 
agents, and persons in their employment, the state- 
ments of personal friends, who got their impressions 
from them, and of davern keepers, who profited by 
their business, made and taken ez-parie, without 
the slightest cross-examination, and all abounding 
with the grossest exaggerations, miscalculations, 
omissions and mistakes. Such a farrago, so taken, 
was probably never before called ‘testimony’? in 
any court of law or equity, general or special. Yet 


Viel. 


a ila RO aaa tt 





this ‘‘iestimony’’ has been made the basis of an 
sury, J that character; the only legitimate object was to| restore them, and said he would do so, dut never | award for $161,000, to be taken out of the treasury, 
elicit the opinion of the senate, preparatory to fur-| did a. His letter of February 2, 1834, to R. C. though shown to be inaccurate by official statements 

resi. ther legislation. It left the postmaster general pre- | Stockton, shows that it was not then done, and it; from the post office department, sustained by its 

Subs cisely where it found him, neither changing the law, | is not pretended that it was done afterwards. He records and files! In eitect the solicitor permitted 

1 ap. nor his opinion of the law, nor his duty under the | changed his mind. His declarations to major Hob- | the claimants to make up their own case, takiuz 4 

nowa fe lav. But it made his position more delicate and | bie and Mr. Suter in April, 1835, of which the so-|the “testimony” themselves, and then allowed ail fe S| 

being responsible. Had he been a timid man, he would | licitor had proof on oath, show that he had changed | they asked! fi 

pow. have been alarmed; had he been a dishonest man, |it. He thought it enough to consummate the Sifty per There is never a stipulation in mail contracts e 

‘tions i he would have paid the money. But being what he | cent. allowance. And cannot a public officer change that the contractors shall have the right to earry any a 

That is, he deemed it his duty to await that further legis- | his mind before he acts officially? Must a private | given number of passengers. They contract to a | 

d, no lation to which the resolution seemed to point. | declaration, without official action, be taken as au- | carry the whole mail, be it more or less, and are A 
When the law co:\mands him, he will obey. | thoritative and final to bind the government, though | sometimes limited as to the number of passengers. ‘| 

(y for 7 =So imuch for the late solicitor’s authorities. As | the officer subsequently declare that it is not his in- | The late solicitor in this case construes the limita- i 

f the to the facts, the postmaster general would never | tention to act officially? Is this sufficient to form a | tion into a right, though a copy of an official letter tf 

sider He iiave brought into discussion those which related to | *‘contract,’’ and sweep thousands and tens of thou- | was laid before him, shewing that in this very case | 

| De. the execrtled part of the award, could he have made | sands out of the public treasury, without service or | the zonstruction had been otherwise. é' i 
the unereculed part intelligible without it; not be- | pretence of service? Jf so, the law of contracts needs| The profit received fromm passengers is carefully 

d au. cause he deems it sacred, but because discussion | revision. 


; 


dou J would be useless. But he would not refrain irom| But, baseless as they were, these allowances also 
such discussion, when necessary in the performance | were countermanded by the decision of the present 


omitted in the estimates, and that not received is 
greatly exaggerated. Mr. M. A. Falls’ affidavit 








(a piece of ‘‘testimony”’ set out at large by the late 
make of a public daty, although it might incidentally | postmaster general that they were illegal, which | solicitor, because he says he knows him to be 
laims wound the late solicitor’s sensibility, or excite his | was notified to the contractors. How could he | “highly respectable and intelligent’) says, the con- 
hb had resentment. otherwise countermand them, when there was no or- | tractors had to reduce their passengers from ten to 
yhieh In his fuets he does not differ with the postmaster | der restoring them; when his predecessor denied all | six, (although they were perwitted by their contract 
ht to general; the diiference is in his deductio.s. \tatention to restore them; and when there were no | to carry but seven each way), and charges an aver- 
was ife dogs not deny that on the Wheeling rou!-s. such services being performed? Yet the solicitor al- | age loss by this reluction of five perday both ways 
soli. the first daily line was paid for at the original bid iowe.t over TWELVE THOUSAND DOLLARS | $23,725 a year. Now, they could not lose the five 
a a of $4,559; the first improvement of speed, and the | for these J iseiv33 lund countermanded allowances. without carrying the twelve; and if they did nol re- 
@ tri-weekly line, by the specific allowance of $3,950; | ‘The late sulicitor does not aiiempt to show that | ceive $23,725, for five passengers lost by reducing 
nthe HR the rail road service by $2,046; the second im- | the contractors ran any other swilt mail from Wash- |the number to six each way, they received $56,940 
once provement of speed by $3,759; the extra horses | ington to Philadelphia, as they were under contract | for the twelve they carried; and by the same rule 
over He and postitiions by $9,312; and the second daily ito do, and were paid for doing through the whole they received $80,060 to $100,000 for the eight or 
at lie mil by $6,490. He does not attempt to show that | four years, other than what he calls an ‘additional |ten each way, carried on the second line, where 
1 the any other line of stages, or any extra slages, or any | mail,’’ for five or six months. Yet although they | there was litile or no mail. But the receipts for 
same other horses, or any other postillions, than those co- | have received pay for sucha mail throughout their | passengers are caretully omitted in all the extracts! 
been Vered and paid for by those specific and liberal al- _contract, he makes them an extra allowance for the | The affidavit of this “intelligent” witness closes 
vitli- Owances, were employed in the mail service onjfive or six Jaonths’ service (being all of the four | as follows, Viz: 
W323 those routes. What basis, therefore, is there, by | years’ service they ever rendered) of THIRTY-| “This deponent would further state that the losses 
& his own showing, for the 50 per cent. allowance ‘FOUR THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED DOL.-|of the company, of which he had every opportunity 
he He sweeping back to January 1, 1832, and forward to; LARS. ‘of knowing, was increased at least $20,000 per 
nit Fe December 31, 1835, and amounting to SEVENTY- 


He does not deny that the contractors were bound | annum during the whole of the contract; that by 


bia F? SEVEN THOUSAND SIXTEEN DOLLARS! |to run, and were paid for running, five daily mails | the present contract, in which the heavy mails have 








\0W- The first application for this allowance, or rather | between Washington and Baltimore, and only ran | been withdrawn, the company wil make at least 
that One-half of it, was made on the 27th March, 1533, | fwo or threc; nor does he alledge that when the ‘ad- | from fifty to ses enty-five per cent. more than here- 
une When the fifth quarter of the contract was just ex- | ditional mail,” so called, commenced, the number | tofore.” 

) the Be piring, and it was claimed, not under color of any } actually running was increased. Yet, he not only If they lost $20,000 a year under the former.con- 
nol B® Service then rendered, but for prospective services.) allows for a siath daily mail, but adds NINE | tract, and now make from fifty to seventy-five per 
tiov, ‘et-the solicitor awarded them over TWENTY- | THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for | cent. more than they did then, how much are they 
teto Pe FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS on this allow- | extra coaches on this road. now making! Of such sivff is this “‘lestimony’’? cown- 
post: ‘ ance up to that time. What reason does he give; If these claims for ‘an additional mail,” when posed. 

ant Be for awarding this sum.for LMPOSSIBLE service? | there was no addition to the mails contracted and paid | The weight of the mails, and the consequent ex- 
ub B® None whatever, | for, and for extra coaches where the contractors did | clusion of passengers, are much dwelt upon. The 
the All that was done in consequence of that appH- |not run half the coaches contracted for, and other | weight of the mails, instead of being 2,000 pounds, 
oil : Cation was to make th tri-weekly line daily; but | like claims were to be entertained, the postmaster |as represented, did not average each way 1,000. 
n102 B® for a second fall line, they were already under pay 'general expressed to the solicitor the belief that|It was some ex‘raordinary oecasion which ever 
, lie ee at $4,690. What reason does the late solicitor ‘the sums paid for the services not refdered, ought | brought it up to 2.000. 

4 Sive for adding another extra of $9,812? None’ to be set off against these new charges. But the ‘Lhe estiinates of the contractors adinit that they 

ON Ee Whatever, ki , 'golicitor denied his legal authority to do so, and | carried siz passengers each way in their awit line, 
— iis allowance was decided to be illegal by the | declared his surprise at the suggestion. ‘Indeed, | and seven were ati their contract permitted them to 
oF m Present postmaster cenerzal soon alter he v into | says he, it was with surprise, approaching to asto- | carry. In their slow line they carried as many as 
act the dspartinent, and the contractors were notificd! nishment, that I discovered in some of his letters to 


they could, probably an average of eight each way. 
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Eight in the slow line, and six in the swift, *vould 
make fourteen, precisely double the number they 
were permitted by their contract to carry in the ori- 
ginal line. Fourteen each way would make twen- 
ty-eight per “day, which, at their own estimate, 
would give them $132,859 a year.. Now, did not 
the department pay for the second line as well as the 
first? And when they were paid for the means of 
transporting double the number of passengers they | 
originally had a right to transport, had they any 
reason to complain of the weight of the mails? 
For what but to carry the increased mail at the 
increased speed were the extra horses and postil- 
lions allowed «sé an annual cost of $9,812? For 
what but to convey the increased mail, “Or give the 
contractors more stage room for passengers, was 
the second line ordered into a fall daily line at 
a cost of 46.490 a year? In this manner the trans- 
portation ‘of. the increased mail inatter was amply 
paid for. { 

To show that the allowances made are not un- 
reasonably high, the late solicitor introduces the 
present cost of transporting the mail between 
Washington and Baltimore. There is no analogy 
between the service on this road and the late ser- 
vice on the Cumberland road. On this line the rail 
road takes all the passengers, and the mail pay is 
all the contractors receive. On the Cumberland 
road they reecived daily, in addition to the mail 
pay, the fare of some fourteen passengers each way, 
making twenty-eight a day, which, upon their own 
estimates, would sive upwards of one hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars a year. If thay lost, in the 
way they estimate, $320,000 a year, they still dida 
most lucrative business by counting in the passen- 
gers. But they charge all expenses, grea‘ly exag- 
gerated, to mail pay, ‘omitting to account for pas- 
sengers, and thus make out a balance against them- 
selves; and these extravagant calculations of the 
claimants themselves are Hera to by the late solici- 
tor as evidence sustaining his award. 

The advantage which the mails give in obtaining 
passengers, is known to be the chief consideration 
in taking contracts on many lines, and on none for- 
merly more than this. 

But there are more fair means of comparison 
than those resorted to by the solicitor. His award 
made the mail pay, from Baltimore and Washing- 
ton, D.C. to Wheeling, about 311 miles, from Ist 
January, 1832, to 3ist “December, 1835, ‘inclusive, 
$57,762 a year. 

From 1st January, 1835, to this time, the yearly 
mail pay on all the great routes from Baltimore and 
Washington, D. C. through Wheeling, Columbus, 
O. and Cincinnati to Louisville, Ky. a distauce of 
639 miles, is 444,882, falling $12,880 short of the 
solicitor’s equitable pay for less than half the dis- 
tance. 

From Washington, Pa. to Louisville, Ky. a dis- 
tance of 411 miles, the great mail formerly convey- 
ed on the Cumberland road by Stockton and Stokes, 
is now carried on this line. 

Moreover, on most of this distance, the contrac- 
tors are restricted to threg outside passengers, where- 
as Stockton and Stokes admit they carried six in 
one line, and as many as they could in another. 

But take the present line of the great western 
mail frora Philadelphia through Bedford, Pa. Wash- 

ington, Pa. Wheeling, Va. Columbus, O. and Cin- 
cinnati to Louisville, a distance of 715 miles, and 
the mail pay, with restrictions on most of the road 
to three outside passengers, is $39,081 42, heing 
£218,680 52 less than the late solicitor thinks equitable 
for a smaller mail. on less than half the distance, 
atth almost no restrictions! 

Int enonch: 

This Wheeling service presents probably the 
finest specimen on re sire of improvement in the 
mail pay. Whe following is the result, viz: 


Accepted pay for four years. . . $18,200 
First improvement of speed and tri-week- 

ly mail . : ; ; : , 35.800 |v 
Rail road service. ; \ . . 8,184 | 
Second improvement of speed. 27.900 
Second daily mail. : "Sen . 25,800 
Fxtra horses and nostillions ; : 29.248 | 
For sundries not known . : . . 77,016 

Whole improved pay ‘ ‘ . $231,048 


Here, the sum of EIGHTEEN THONSAND TWo 
HUNDRED DOLLARS Is tinyirhoed into TWO HUN- 
DRED THIRTY-ONE THOUSAND FORTY- 
EIGHT DOLLARS, the sundries being added by 
the late solic itor’ S puitabl e award! 

Maior Barry was denounced through the coun- 
try, beeause he had improved this pay up _ to 

53.590 a year, alt! ough he had again reduced it 
to £91,946. 

Mr. Kenda!!l is denounced, because he opposes 


its-improvement up to $57,762 a year, after he 


Mr. Kendall has paid every dollar of major Barry's 
allowances, even the $122,000°0f which the com- 
mittees of congress had no knowledge! - Now, ‘the 
contractors, backed by the late solicitor, are run- 
ning from the depart ment to the president, from the 
president to the senate, from. the senate back to the 
president, and from the president to the courts, 
moving heaven and earth, and bringing in question 
the fundamenté principles of the governmeut, to 
jcompel him-to pay, contrary to his opinion of law 
and sense of duty, about forty thousand dollars 
more. 

He contented himseif with quietly but firmly 
warding off these approzshes upon the treasury, 
not desiring to bring any thing which relates to the 
subject before the public. What motive coup he 
have in this course other than a sense of duty? He 
has not come willingly before the public now, but 
has been forced out. In his view he had but one 
other duty to perform in this matter, and that was, 
to cause the facts to be placed be efore the members 
of congress, if the claimants stronld again atteinpt 
to approach through that channel. ‘That purpose 
is superseded by “their being brought before the 
public. While he relies upon the expositio ns NOW 
inmade, for his justification before the people, he 
deems that he ‘has performed his duty in making 
known the facts, with his view of the law, and is 
ready to pay the balance of this extraordinary 
award whenever the congress of the U. Stutes shall so 
direct. 

Here this side of the discussion will end. 


REPLY OF THE LATE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY 

To the above statement of the posimasier general. 
To the editor of the G'obe: 

Sir: My remarks tipcy the postmaster general’s 
“brief”? reply to my defence, shall be still more brief. 

The postmaster general says, that his ‘report to 
the president, on which the solicitor comments, was 
not submitted to his perusal, without the consent 
and approbation of the postmaster general.” This 
declaration shows that the denunciation “to the ap- 
pointing power,’’ was made, as charged, without 
notice, and that the solicitor was indebted to the 
justice of the late president, for the pernsal of it, 
though it does indeed appear from the postmaster 
general’s own account of the matter, that he did 
grant to the late president his “consent and appro- 
bation!” 


The ground on which the “menace” was inferred 
has been stated, and whether the inference was cor- 
rect or not, I cheerfully leave to the decision of the 
public. 


The postmaster general says, ‘the late solicitor 
throws himself on autheriftyfor support.” Whether 
this be so or not, is also cheerfully left to the deci- 
sion of the public, before whom were spread in the 
Globe of Wednesday evening the reasons at large, 
and parts of the proofs, with ‘references to the rest 
on the files of the senate, on which, in point of fact, 
“the late solicitor throws himself for support. 9 
The “authority” alluded to by the postmaster eenc- 
ral was intended to connteract the anthority of his 
confident assertion, that Thad execeded thy powers, 
and shows in opposition to his opinion, the opinion 
and decision of. the committee of the senate, who 
had examined my award and his objections to it: and 
also of the senate itself; as well as the altorney 
ceneral of the United States on the point submitted 
for his opinion, to wit: whethar the solicitor had 
jurisdiction over claims oars for services be- 
tween the Ist April and 3!st December, 1835? And 
as there was an omission in my Inte defence, of the 
coselnding sentence of the attorney genecral’s opi- 


eThe*postinaster g general says, that “not one i 
claiwos was submitted to him,” (the attorney ct 
ra!), and that “the opinion was given oa ane i" 
proposition.” Yt is true that the 

















































solicitor ai j 

submit any of the “claims” to the decisio, of id eee 
attorney yeneral, for the very obvions reas 2 thy li hy isis 
was made his duty by the law, and hot the ation galtees 
general’s, to decide upon the “claim,” but whey he 
the ‘lega al opinion”? asked was upon an tbstg : 
proposition, the publi will judge from the re ate 
the postmaster general in the Globe of W ed ines vi ae ge 
on referring to which, it will be seen that j: Ww ines 
stated that Messrs. Stockton and Stokes boa ot GgISTER 
ferred claims for allowance for serv ices under coy one 
tracts with Mr. Barry, alleged cath 1ave oy Mr. B i 
formed between the Ist of April, when he lef Py pers ee 
and the 3ist of December, 1835, when the ci te a 

under which they were performed expired, | eal master r 
vices not having been countermande d nor disp, saad “ee 

with by the nostmaster genera I thongh pay hud ple O° oe 
refused, a ad the claimants pelts On Coney, fy turday 1 
their compens ation; and th e question, net or 4 
“claims,” but on the law, arising on the acta} ox, Mary 
stated, was-put to the attorney g eneral: sc gress in 
he [the solicitor] had jurisdiction, under the haat next, th 
any claims w hich might be presented ve scryiedmm cuted Wi 
alleged so have been rendered between the } Ist Ave tis city, 
and : 3Ist December, 1835.”’ ' " We will 

The answer to this question, thus arising wun next ‘i 
statement of the actual facts, the postmaster rene 
calls an “opinion on an abstract proposition.” Ui eat one 
the postmaster general’s metaphysics will st und order of 
better chance with the tribunal of public opini «ReGts1 


the folio 
Branswi 
of proce 

America 
the boun 


to which he has appealed, than his law did \ij 
the judiciary committee of the senate. 


With respect to this opinion, however, the pos 
master gencral proceeds to say, that ‘haying thy 
an opinion to sustain him on one point, the late ». 
licitor ‘went the whole’ on ail points; allowing, 













































“ ei 
he has shown, every claim set up (except one if Milt 
cluded in another) contract or no contract: Servi ’ Miarlott 
or no service; countermanded or not counterme af readit 
claims rejected by major Barry; claims arising uf? eden 
der Mr. McLean’s eontracts—new claims. neve by his e 
before heard of, and canping the clitnax with ove mander- 
$6,000 for interest! and now the mantle of thea ., 
torney general’s opinion is so stretched, as to cov **" 
all these extravagances.” 4 

Now, sir, I explicitly deny that any attempt whi Z Tue 
ever has been made by me to stretch “ihe man‘ecymmee! fon 
the attorney general’s opinion” over any one thing, hia or 
except my jurisdiction under the act of congress oveigmeestled 1 
claims for services, alleged to have been performel Bor: pies 
between the Ist of April and 31st December, 183ifReo! SP°c! 
an opinion clearly and distinctly given on « case 0 Bihe for 
clearly and distinctly stated—an opinion, moreovet Boat 
that I verily believe no lawyer has gainsaid or cafe) “C!"'y 
gainsay. 2 Philade 

As to the above sweeping allegations that Bs 'b vata : 
late solicitor ‘went the whole’ on all poin ts,” ue . o 
made allowances “contract or no contract”—“s" RG shiy 
vice or no service,” &c. repeated so often by th lowing 
postmaster general in one form or other, in this 2 « 0 ig 
other publications, as if frequent repetition wovll “eB he 
make proof in the absence of al! other, I now ort Ry, - 
for all declare that on all such allegations I ema py 
tisue with the postmaster general, ‘before the th th at te 
bunal of public opinion, to which he, after Fai Nf leng 9 
in all others, has appealed, and explicitly Sid han he 
the late solicitor has, in any case whaterer mace nut str 


allowance where there was rot a contract. bapits $3 01 
implied, with the late postmaster general;.or wit! 
service has not been proved, or for any service ml 
rendered under contracts on which pay has beens 
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nion, by reason of a clerical errorin the manuscript, 
justice to that officer, as the paragray th omitted con- 
tained the reason for his oninion, requires that it) 
S| hou le ] he > inserie:!} here. [Te says @: ] found thts om. ' 


nron on the 








plain and nogessary effect of the words | 
sed in the law, and on the manifest intent to refer to | 
you for invesitg tion and decision all claims for “extra 
services of the persons named, under the CONTRACTS | 
on which their (Messr Stockton and Stokes and | 
others) pay had been suspended, 


. : | 
proviso. . 


The postmaster general says, that “the solicitor | 
had no right by law to ask his (the ettorney gene- j 
ral’s) opinion,” and yet seems to find fault with him | 
for not asking i it on more points than he did; and as, 
to the ane submitted, charres him with the heinous 
offence, by omitting to inform the attorney general, | 


then absent, of the “existence of a difference of opi-}the hich-sonled and hon norable } Barry: if ihe ru 


nion belween himse'f and the sol*citor, of concealing | 
the lizht to be derived from that fact, and his argu- |, 
ments, so necessery, in the opinion of the postmas- | 
ter general, to enlighten the judgment of that up- | 
right, able and learned lawy er, on the construction of 
an act of congress! 


other then such asa@re | of the relative 
| embraced in the various exceptions enumerated in the | 




























pended ly the present postmaster gen eral; and leat v3 ‘ 
lessly refer that tribunal, for proof on cach ite ath) pins 
claim, to ny renly in detail, fo the postmaster 5 wel g 
neral’s “exnosition,”” and the documents thers\ MMe 1.4 
stated or referred to on the files of the Senate. hirty 
To the same tribunal, also. I willinely leave | for fifi 
decision upon the temper displayed by the te RS he js 
master general and inyself in the seve ral pobile? Bhat ey 
| tions that have he n.made. ‘That he should mh Bill di 
| fest impatience and discontent at the issue ofa tl nake j 
gust ts e of } his predecessor CUNE an by ei) P35 gh 
_contrary to bis, wishes, is not fo he wondered @:" £3 foot 
| that he should resort, as is common where proc! N shox 


defence is deficient, to the nsual expedient of at 
ing the jndge who has itade be e unvelcome d 0 
sion; and I can only wish that, in the defence Ja 
forced to male RES viled d, i could con 
mand that burnin: ré 10q uepee that would have 
from the tongne, new mute in a foreign gr 


een it 
Dne in 
Bometl 
oie | 
ler w 
argea 

undre 
f oth, 
he $}) 
asks, 
Ould 
or tw 
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cold ear of death’’ co nid have heard the din of w*! 
which i <a now wa red on his repnta ion. 
~MAXCY, li Ne solici'or of the tes 
[ We are co: npelle ‘d to postpone the pub! si esto’ 
of Mr. Maxcy’s report tc the president, prom!" 
i last week, until! our next. ep. PEG.} 


Ken EREERUNTRT Sa oe CU ae 















